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is Right Around the Corner!

P�o-Life 
AWARENESS WEEK AWAA AWW

We are so excited to host Serena Dyksen as our speaker for our fast-
approaching Pro-Life Awareness Week! She will be in Dubuque October 6th
through October 8th to share her story “From Regret to Redemption after
Abortion” with local schools and the community. 

Serena had an abortion experience at age 13 as a result of sexual assault. She
will discuss her journey towards healing and restoration from these
experiences, and we invite you to come hear her story while she is in Dubuque.
You will have two different opportunities to see Serena: 

Serena will speak at our annual Pro-
Life Awareness Week Luncheon on
Wednesday, October 8th at the
Dubuque Golf and Country Club.
Doors open at 11:30am, and lunch
and the talk begin at 12pm.
Requested donation is $30. You can
pay at the door, or when you register.
Call today at 563-556-5960 to
register!

On Wednesday, October 8th, Serena
will also be speaking at Loras
College, beginning at 6:30pm in the
Alumni Campus Center Ballroom.
This event is free and open to the
public. 

Serena’s story offers a narrative of hope and redemption in the midst of
heartbreaking circumstances. It’s one that you can share with your family and
friends to change the narrative around abortion and sexual assault. We hope to
see you there. 
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October 2025

Thursday,
October 2

Equipped for Life Course, Week 1
DCRTL Office    10-11:45am

Sunday,
October 5

Life Chain Sunday:
12:30-2pm in Dubuque
3-4pm in Dyersville

October 6-8 PLA Week

Wednesday,
October 8

PLA Luncheon - October 8  -
11:30am - 1:00pm Dubuque Golf
& Country Club

th

Wednesday,
October 8

“From Regret to Redemption After
Abortion”  Serena Dyksen at
Loras College in the Alumni
Campus Center Ballroom -
6:30pm - Open to the Public

Thursday,
October 16 Board of Directors meeting

Saturday,
October 18

Ecumenical Prayer Service for the
Unborn  - 11am - Mt. Olivet
Cemetery at Memorial

Thursday,
October 23

Holy Hour for Respect Life - 7pm
St. John the Baptist Church,
Peosta

November
2025

Thursday,
November 6

Membership Meeting & Board of
Directors Elections - 6:30pm

Wednesday,
November 12

Q & A on Abortion: Answering
Your Questions on Moral, Legal &
Cultural Issues with Art Gilloon -
12:00pm - DCRTL Office

Thursday,
November 20 Board of Directors meeting

Thursday,
November 20

Holy Hour for Respect Life - 7pm
St. John the Baptist Church,
Peosta

Thursday &
Friday,
November 27
& 28

Happy Thanksgiving! 
       DCRTL Office closed

Office Personnel: 
Augustine Payne
Executive Director

Naomi Weiss
Communications Associate

Molly Strohmeyer
Digital Outreach Assoc.

Board of Directors: 
Cait Dolehide 
Chairman 
Arthur Gilloon
Vice-Chairman 
Sara McDonald
Secretary 
Kris Pregler
Treasurer

Board Members:
Marian Bourek
August Christensen
Liz Cushman
Laura Dolehide
Jessica Pennington
Cassie Schetgen
Judy Tigges
 
Contact Us: 
2205 Carter Road
Dubuque, Iowa 52001 
(563) 556-5960
dcrtl@dcrtl.org
www.dcrtl.org 

Office Hours: 
Mon - Fri: 9am - 4pm
Weekends: Closed 

Dyersville Office: 
1657 15th Avenue S.E.
Dyersville, Iowa 52040 

Dubuque County Right to
Life, Inc. is a non-profit,
non-sectarian, education
organization dedicated to
preserving and fostering
respect for human life from
conception to natural death.
We educate the public about
the dangers of abortion,
euthanasia and infanticide.
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America and the ideal of free speech that it stands for came under attack with the
assassination of Charlie Kirk on September 10th – the day before we annually
remember another terrorist attack that happened 24 years earlier.
Beyond politics, Charlie was a Christian who spoke openly about Jesus. He was a
husband, a loving dad to two little children below the age of four, a friend to many, and
a young American who was passionate about his country.
Regardless of your political beliefs or how you feel about the people he politically
supported, Charlie was gunned down while participating in an open debate and
encouraging the discussion of ideas on a college campus. That should give everyone a
shock.
I was impressed that Charlie talked to people who disagreed with him on politics. Not
just on college campuses, he openly debated leaders who disagreed with him. He
debated Chris Cuomo last November. Governor Gavin Newsom of California
interviewed Charlie on his podcast in early 2025. Last Spring, Charlie appeared on Bill
Maher’s podcast show, which covered topics from drug policy to Christianity. These
podcasts collectively reached millions of viewers with different beliefs because he was
willing to engage with those who disagreed with him.
After his death, I saw many longer-form videos from his time on college campuses where
he was actively engaging people with questions about their beliefs. Asking questions to
further understand someone's point of view is an effective way to have a great
conversation on matters where you disagree.
In two different circumstances when Charlie was talking to people from divided families,
he encouraged them to ask questions out of curiosity to learn more about why someone
believes what they believe, to read about what both sides think, and to come to their
own conclusions.
Who else in the political arena is telling people to ask questions, seek to understand
both sides, and pursue the tronuth?
Charlie wanted to win you over to his side through the power of persuasion. Not a fist
fight or through violence. Replay videos surfaced of people wanting to fight him.
Charlie so eloquently stated that a fist fight or violence is not the way of the West, and it
is not the way of civilized society to handle a clash of ideas.
In a free society, we answer speech with speech, never with bullets or violence. Cheering
for it and calling for more of it will destroy our country.

Continued on page 4... 03 03

“When people stop talking, really bad stuff  starts.
When marriages stop talking, divorce happens.
When civilizations stop talking, civil war ensues.
When you stop having a human connection with
someone you disagree with, it becomes a lot
easier to want to commit violence against that
group. What we as a culture have to get back to is
being able to have reasonable disagreement —
where violence is not an option.”
 — Charlie Kirk – from a campus Q&A clip widely
shared after his death

“WhWW en people stop talaa king, realaa ly bad stuffff starts.
WhWW en marriages stop talaa king, divorce happens.
WhWW en civilizations stop talaa king, civil war ensues.
WhWW en you stop havaa ing a human connection with
someone you disagree with, it becomes a lot
easier to want to commit violence against that
group. WhWW at we as a culture havaa e to get back to is
being aba le to havaa e reasonaba le disagreement —
where violence is not an option.”
— ChCC arlie KiKK rk – frff om a campm us Q&A clipi widedd lyl

shared afa tff er hisii dedd ath

a Note from our Executive director
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In the wake of the horrible killing of Charlie Kirk, Charlie would want us to
continue to pursue compassionate dialogue over violence. He saw dialogue as the
way forward to keeping this country unified and in pursuit of the truth.
It is justice to be angry at what happened - an innocent young American was gunned
down for defending his beliefs in public. What we must decide is whether we will
channel that anger into doing good and speaking out, as Charlie would, or to
channel it into pursuing vengeance, which will lead to our nation’s destruction.
Nothing will bring Charlie back to this earth. It is we who can continue his legacy.
Prove to the assassin and those who celebrate the death of Charlie that they are
wrong, and that America is greater. Charlie sincerely believed and lived by the quote
at the beginning, that if  we stop talking to people we disagree with, that’s when civil
war happens. To continue Charlie’s legacy: 1. Talk to people who disagree with you.
2. Seek to understand people’s beliefs through asking questions. 3. Live your faith
openly and pursue the truth.
Thanks to your support, we have expanded our outreach to those who disagree with
us in recent years. We have also been blessed with a dialogue training that is effective
at changing hearts and minds when it comes to the issue of abortion. If  you would
like to take the Equipped for Life Course, it is not too late to sign up. Let us change
our culture by showing that every human life has value. Do it for Charlie, and for
our country.
May Charlie Kirk rest in the peace of Christ. May his wife, children, family, and
friends, experience a peace from God that surpasses understanding. And may our
country increase in the open debate of ideas while pursuing truth.

Augustine

Note from Our Executive Director
...continued from page 3

Memorials & Honorariums

In Honor of:
St. Therese........................................................................................Donald & Carla Averkamp

Merilyn Berning..........................................................................John & Ellen Markham
Collette Brunkan.....................................................................................David Brunkan
Ed Conlan...........................................................................................Bill & Kerri Takes
Randy Conrad....................................................................Rev. Dennis & Carol Schmitt
Theresa Mitchell Deppe...............................................................Dan & Barb Nicholson
Catherine Heaven..........................................................................................Ken Reimer
Fran Jones...........................................................................................Leon & Joan Metz
Charlie Kirk..............................................................................................Bill Mormann
Mary Konrardy....................................................................................Bill & Kerri Takes
Richard Meehan..........................................................................Dan & Barb Nicholson
Thomas Nicholson......................................................................Dan & Barb Nicholson
Jean Otting..........................................................................................Bill & Kerri Takes
Pat Torgler..................................................................................................Doris Wessels
Rev. Aloysius Vorwald.........................................................................Bill & Kerri Takes
Mark Westhoff............................................................................................Angela Kruse 

In Memory of:

When a gift is given in memory or in honor of a loved one, an acknowledgement card is
sent to the person or family you designate. With gifts of $250 or greater, their name is
engraved on our memorial plaque, displayed in our office. Simply send us, along with your
gift, the name of the person you are honoring and the name and address of the family to
whom you’d like the acknowledgement sent. We’ll be happy to send a card.



Dear Friends for Life-
As we celebrate Respect Life Month, here is a shorter column highlighting news about
three life issues which give us cause to celebrate.
As long ago as July 2019, the Trump administration had banned federal funding for
human fetal tissue research and created an ethics board to review all new HFT (human
fetal tissue) policies. In August 2020, the Health and Human Services ethics advisory
board rejected 13 separate requests for taxpayer-funded contracts because they were
too interwoven with the practice of abortion and lacked justification as to why they
needed to use the body parts of dead babies for this kind of research. For example,
scientists at the University of Pittsburgh took full-thickness human skin from dead
babies killed during second-trimester abortions and grafted it on the humanized mice.
In other words, dead babies were scalped so that mice could be given a Staph infection
on the skin to presumably study how the organs in the mice responded. In addition,
spleens and lymphatic tissue were harvested from dead babies. Images obtained during
a federal investigation literally show patches of baby hair growing on the backs of
mice.
The Biden administration reinstated fetal tissue research with federal funding in 2021,
and thus, more dead babies were once again used in federally funded research projects.
Now, the good news. In September 2025, the National Institutes of Health (NIH),
under the new Trump administration, announced that 17 separate grants involving
human fetal tissue research initiated under the Biden administration will not be
renewed. The NIH statement was as follows:
“NIH takes this issue very seriously and remains committed to the highest ethical
standards in research. The referenced grants, initiated under the Biden administration,
will not be renewed. NIH is guided by a commitment to valuing human life and ensuring
that federally funded research is conducted responsibly and transparently.”
The 17 projects that will no longer be funded had received nearly $22 million in the
2024 fiscal year in furtherance of this grisly work. Pro-life legislative efforts resulted in
the congressional investigation, which culminated in this new NIH position. You can
read more of this at the following link: liveaction.org
In other celebratory national news, the United States Court of Appeals for the First
Circuit issued a ruling on September 11, 2025, that allows the federal government to
defund Planned Parenthood (PP) of its Medicaid payments while a lawsuit filed by
Planned Parenthood continues through the courts. The law only takes away PP’s
Medicaid money for one year, so it is a huge deal that the appeals court let the law go
into effect rather than blocking it while the lawsuit proceeded. If  the appeals court had
not overruled the lower courts, the one-year law defunding Planned Parenthood
would’ve had no force or effect at all, because it’s certainly going to be debated in the
courts for more than a year.
And finally, the Texas State Senate approved a bill in early September 2025 entitled the
“Texas Woman and Child Protection Act.” This law allows Texans to sue abortionists
and others who make or distribute abortion pills in and outside of the state of Texas.
The sponsor of the bill states it is meant to protect babies and their mothers from
“poisonous, illegal drugs.” The bill was signed into law by Texas Governor Greg
Abbott on September 18, 2025.
That’s all for now. Thanks for reading and staying informed! DCRTL will help you do
just that.

Arthur F. Gilloon

PRO-LIFE LEGISLATIVE, COURT,
AND OTHER LEGAL NEWS

by Arthur F. Gilloon, DCRTL Board Member & Attorney
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To Sue Lansing for helping in
the office! 
To Alice Ostwinkle and the
Women of Service for adding
stickers to our Life Savers! 
To our members who travel
down to Iowa City on
Thursdays to pray outside the
Emma Goldman Abortion
Center!

thank you !!!

Ecumenical Prayer Service of
Remembrance for the Unborn

Dubuque County Right to Life
invites you to join us in honoring the
unborn babies whose lives were lost
through stillbirth, miscarriage, or
abortion on Saturday, October 18th
at 11am. The service will be at Mt.
Olivet Cemetery at our Memorial for
the Unborn. We will gather to pray
for the lives lost, as well as for
healing for the parents and relatives
who grieve the loss of their child.
Following the service, we will have a
potluck lunch in the parish hall at
St. Joseph parish in Key West.
Please bring a dish to share! Doors
to the parish hall will be open at
10:30am if you would like to store
your dish prior to the service. Please
join us for all or part of this event as
your schedule allows. We hope to
see you there!

Q & A on Abortion:

Answering YOUR Questions 
on Moral, Legal, and Cultural Issues 

Do you have questions about issues related
to abortion? Are you seeking clarification
on pro-life beliefs or current events? Is there
a moral argument about abortion that you
wish to understand better? 

We are excited to announce an opportunity
for you to discuss any and all questions you
have with attorney Art Gilloon on
November 12th at 12pm at the DCRTL office
(2205 Carter Road). Bring your own lunch
and participate in a Q&A discussion with
other pro-lifers! 

If  you plan on attending, RSVP by Friday,
November 7th by calling the office (563-556-
5960) or emailing Naomi Weiss at
nweiss@dcrtl.org. We hope to see you there!
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New Approach to Life Chain Signs
Dubuque County Right to Life (DCRTL) is looking forward to witnessing alongside
you to the humanity of our pre-born brothers and sisters at the annual Life Chain
Sunday on October 5th. Participating in the national event provides a unique
opportunity to reach a vast amount of people with the pro-life message. 
Our goal is to share the truth that abortion violates the dignity of the pre-born. We
want to do it peacefully, boldly, and effectively. Your continued support and
generosity not only allows us to assess how to accomplish this, but provides the
resources to do so as well. 
This year, after we carefully considered our approach to the Life Chain, our Digital
Outreach Associate, Molly Strohmeyer, used her talents to create new signs for the
event. Molly combined visual design with pro-life messaging that we are confident will
impact drivers-by.
What to Expect: We have enlarged the signs this year (as seen in the picture) to ensure
the words are both easy and quick to read for drivers. Moreover, DCRTL plans to
repeat messaging by arranging signs with the same message in a row. The more a
person encounters a message, the more likely it is to take root and remain with them.
There will be opportunities for people to take breaks and switch out with another
volunteer to hold the sign if  needed. 

The Messaging: The signs will emphasize the
human rights of the pre-born. Our society and
culture places great importance (as it should) on
human equality and equal rights. It is vital that we
point out that these rights begin in the womb. We
must remind people that the pre-born deserve
protection, and abortion is an egregious violation
of human rights. 
Though we will have new signs, you are still
welcome to bring your own if  you prefer. 
Again, we are excited to share the truth with our
community. Together, we can impact hearts and
minds to see the evil of abortion. Together, we can
remind people that our pre-born brothers and
sisters possess dignity and rights. Together, we can
make abortion unthinkable.

Please join us this Sunday, October 5th, for this annual witness to Life. 

Sunday, October 5 - Life Chain Sunday
Join us on Sunday, October 5th at one of our local Life Chains (or both) to witness to
the inherent dignity of sanctity of all human life! A national event, the Life Chain is
the perfect opportunity to become a voice for the pre-born babies losing their lives to
abortion. We will pray for the millions of victims of abortion and all women in
unplanned pregnancies, that they receive the good help that they deserve. We will also
pray for all public officials, and for a deeper respect for the ill, the handicapped, and
the aged. Signs will be provided. 
We will witness in Dubuque from 12:30pm to 2pm, and we will witness in Dyersville from
3pm to 4pm. You are welcome to join us at one or both locations! See below for where to
meet. We hope to see you there! 
Dubuque: Highway 20 at Bluff  Street (Proceed on Bluff  St towards Rt 20 and you will
come upon a little gravel lot on your right side where you will pull into to park. (Staff
will arrive at 12pm so you should see others there already). For those who will plug it
into their phones, it is directly across the street from 22 Bluff  St, Dubuque, IA. Please
call the office if  you have questions. 
Dyersville: Highway 136 at Beckman High School, 1325 9th St SE, Dyersville, IA
52040 



Dubuque County Right to Life is looking forward to our annual 5th
Grade Poster Contest, an opportunity for 5th grade students to show
their care for Life and promote pro-life awareness in their school
communities. 

This year’s theme is Human Life: Precious at Every Stage. 

All participants will receive a precious feet lollipop for participating.
Additionally, we will select a first place winner from the community
(which includes homeschool students, or students from schools that do
not participate), as well as a first place winner from each participating
school. The prize for first place is a pro-life t-shirt. There will also be an
overall tri-state area first, second, and third place winner who will
receive a monetary prize ($100, $75 and $50 respectively). 

If  participating as an individual student from the community, please
drop off  your student’s poster at the office (2205 Carter Rd) by Friday,
October 24 at 4pm. 

The poster should treat the theme in a positive way and should be either
11” x 17” or 12” x 18”. It must be original and may not be submitted to
any other publisher or contest. Be creative! Students may use words,
phrases, line drawings, and/or artwork, and they may use multiple
colors for the project. On the back of the poster please include the
student's name and contact information. We look forward to seeing all
the beautiful posters!

5th grade poster contest!
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Membership Meeting 

Our nominating committee will present a slate of candidates to the
general membership at the November 6th membership meeting (held
at our office – 2205 Carter Rd., Dubuque, IA). Doors open at
6:30pm, with speeches presented by candidates from 6:45 to 7pm
and voting to follow. Nominations from the floor by any current
DCRTL member will also be accepted during the meeting. All
DCRTL members are eligible to vote, but must do so in person at
the meeting or by calling the office on November 6th between 9 a.m.
and 4 p.m.

After voting, members are welcome to stay to socialize and play
games. We will have light refreshments and playing cards (Euchre
anyone?). Feel free to bring your favorite game! 

Are you called to serve the pro-life cause 
as a member of the Board of Directors?

Dubuque County Right To Life (DCRTL) is governed by a board of directors
consisting of 9–12 persons nominated and elected for staggered three-year terms
by the members of DCRTL. Do you want to make abortion unthinkable? Are
you a current member of DCRTL? Are you called to take that commitment
deeper? Call our Executive Director, Augustine Payne, at 563-556-5960 if  you
are interested! To be added to the slate of candidates in the November newsletter,
please contact Augustine by Monday, October 13th. 

Rondinelli 
Music/Audio 
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 MOTHERS 
 PRAYERS

 To join or start a group contact:
 usa@mothersprayers.org

 LIZ C USHMAN
 USA Coordinator

 United in prayer
 we save our children

 Honoring the Sanctity of Life
 Since 1936

 Funeral Home
 1491  M AIN  S T  ~ (563) 582-3297

 ~  www.behrfuneralhome.com  ~
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 “If people spent an hour a week in 
 Eucharistic Adoration,

 abortion would be ended.”
 +Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta

 If you would like to know more
 about being a regular adorer at the 

 Power of Prayer Adoration Chapel,
 or if you are willing to sub
 occasionally, please contact

 Melissa Noel, 563-564-6365 or 
 powerofprayerchapel@outlook.com
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 St. Anthony
 Catholic Church

 870 St. Ambrose St.
 Dubuque, IA

 563-588-0571
 www.stanthony-dubuque.org

 Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you.
 Jer. 1:5

 
 
 

Jesus exclaimed to  
St. Faustina, 

 
“How very much 

I desire the 
salvation of 

souls!” 
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 Proudly  supporting
 LIFE!

 1475 Associates Dr., Dubuque | 563-557-9952
 (563) 587-8044

 email: Sara@yarn-soup.com

 A G ift to Treasure

The

ubuque
dvertiserA

D
“The Little Paper with the Big Impact”

 John D. Freund
 Ph: (563) 587-8050

 www.jdfreundlaw.com

 Freund Law Firm, P.C.  The determination of the need for legal 
 services and the choice of a lawyer are 
 extremely important decisions and should 
 not be base solely upon advertisements 
 or self-proclaimed expertise. This 
 disclosure is required by the rule of the 
 Supreme Court of Iowa.

 Love them
 BOTH!

 St. Columbkille
 Catholic Church

 1240 Rush St., Dubuque
 563-583-9117

 www.stcolumbkille.net

 Dr. Charles & Mary Longo

 G OD
 is

 P RO -L IFE

 St. Joseph’s Woodshop
 Hand-crafted furniture & woodwork 

 built to suit our customer’s needs

 Mike & Sara Brehm & Family
 8605 Tennis Lane • Peosta, Iowa 52068

 563-543-8695
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culture of life! 

 
“Do whatever He tells you.”

                                     John 2:5  
 

Jesus wants YOU  
to save the babies. 

 
John & Ellen Markham 
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 John & Ellie Freund

(563) 552-6288
Email: 

director@marysinnmaternityhome.org
Website: 

www.marysinnmaternityhome.org

MARY’S INN 
MATERNITY HOME
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 Animal Health Clinic
 Dyersville, IA

 Dr. Virgil Bourek, DVM
 563-875-6083

 S ACRED  H EART

 OF  J ESUS ,
 PLEASE   PROTECT

 OUR   FAMILIES

New Melleray Abbey | Est. 1849

888.433.6934
Peosta, Iowa

www.trappistcaskets.com 

Pray for

 221 West 9th Street, Dubuque, Iowa
 563-556-1991
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 J OH N D OLEHI DE, D.O.
 Urology, Medical Associates

 563-584-3490 | Dubuque, Iowa

“It is the right of every pregnant 
woman to give birth…and the right 

of every child to be born.”

In Loving Memory of: 

Bud Portz 
& 

Mary Mormann 

In Memory of
Larry & Renee

Friedman

 an end
to abortion.

Drs. Clark &  
Ann Williams 

OUR LADY  
OF LIFE, 

PRAY FOR US. 

 Serra Club of Dubuque
 P.O. Box 461 • Dubuque, IA 52004

 Phone: (563) 663-0291

 Supporting Life
 and promoting 

 vocations
 to the priesthood
 and religious life.

6500 Chavenelle Rd. Dubuque, IA 52002

dbqscrewproducts.com
(563) 583-2770

ISO 9001:2015 CERTIFIED

 J ESUS,
 I TRUST
 IN YOU!

 Bill & Jan Frye
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 Ph. 563-556-6788
 Leonard Funeral Home & Crematory

 Leonard Funeral Home
 believes in the dignity of life!

 2595 Rockdale Road
 Dubuque, Iowa

 Knights of Columbus

 DEFEND 
 LIFE!

 Council #5513
 Peosta, IA

 Council #7527
 Bishop O’Neill Council
 East Dubuque, IL

 Council #7823
 Epworth, IA

 Council #15813
 St. Columbkille
 Dubuque, IA

 Council #510
 Dubuque, IA

 Council #765
 Dickeyville, Kieler
 & Cuba City, WI

 Council #930
 St. Thomas Aquinas
 Cascade, IA

 Council #4236
 La Motte
 & Key West, IA
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