
The annual Iowa State March for Life
will occur on Saturday, June 21, 2025,
in Des Moines, IA at the Iowa State
Capitol. Participating in the March is a
great way for us to show our support of
the pre-born, while also demonstrating
to our legislatures that the protection of
the pre-born as well as aid for mothers
in need are issues we take seriously.�
DCRTL will be attending the Iowa
State March for Life in support of this
great cause, and we invite you to join
us! This year, we will be carpooling. If
you are interested in carpooling, please
RSVP no later than Monday, June 9 so
we have an idea of who will be in
attendance. 

To RSVP, please contact our office at 563-556-5960 or email us at dcrtl@dcrtl.org.
The event begins at 12pm, with educational booths and music at the Iowa State
Capitol Rotunda, followed by the Rally at 1pm, and the March for Life at 1:45pm. 
Note: If you would like to meet us at the Capitol rather than carpooling, we would
love for you to join us! 
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June 2025

Monday, 
June 9

Deadline to RSVP for the Iowa
State March for Life

Friday, 
June 13

Deadline to register for
Generations for Life Summer
Camp

Sunday,
June 15 Happy Father’s Day!

Thursday,
June 19 Board of Directors meeting 

Saturday,
June 21

Iowa State March for Life - 
       Des Moines, IA

Thursday, 
June 26

Holy Hour for Respect Life - 7pm
St. John the Baptist Church,
Peosta. 

Friday, 
June 27

Deadline for final pledges and
payments to be mailed to Birdies
for Charity

July 2025

Wednesday -
Sunday,
July 2 - 6

John Deere Classic Tournament
Week

Friday, 
July 4

Happy Independence Day!
      DCRTL offices closed

Tuesday -
Saturday,
July 8 - 12

Generations for Life Summer
Camp - Bean Farm

Tuesday -
Sunday,
July 22 - 27

Dubuque County Fair booth

Thursday,
July 24

Holy Hour for Respect Life - 7pm
St. John the Baptist Church,
Peosta

Thursday,
July 31 Board of Directors meeting 

Praying outside of the abortion facility
Every Thursday morning, Arthur Gilloon and other
DCRTL members carpool down to Iowa City to pray
and offer life-affirming options to the mothers entering
Emma Goldman abortion facility. They leave by 5:45am
and return to Dubuque by 12 noon. They have open
spots in the car. If  you would like to join them on any
Thursday, give our office a call (563-556-5960) by
Wednesday (day before) at 4pm to sign-up. 
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Office Personnel: 
Augustine Payne
Executive Director

Naomi Weiss
Communications Associate

Molly Strohmeyer
Digital Outreach Assoc.

Board of Directors: 
Cait Dolehide 
Chairman 
Arthur Gilloon
Vice-Chairman 
Sara McDonald
Secretary 
Kris Pregler
Treasurer

Board Members:
Marian Bourek
Darby Callahan
August Christensen
Liz Cushman
Laura Dolehide
Jessica Pennington
Cassie Schetgen
Judy Tigges
 
Contact Us: 
2205 Carter Road
Dubuque, Iowa 52001 
(563) 556-5960
dcrtl@dcrtl.org
www.dcrtl.org 

Office Hours: 
Mon - Fri: 9am - 4pm
Weekends: Closed 

Dyersville Office: 
1657 15th Avenue S.E.
Dyersville, Iowa 52040 

Dubuque County Right to
Life, Inc. is a non-profit,
non-sectarian, education
organization dedicated to
preserving and fostering
respect for human life from
conception to natural death.
We educate the public about
the dangers of abortion,
euthanasia and infanticide.
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Fathers are not born, but made. A man does not become a father simply by bringing a
child into the world, but by taking up the responsibility to care for that child. Whenever a
man accepts responsibility for the life of another, in some way he becomes a father to
that person.                                                                           - Pope Francis (Patris Corde)

Dear Friends,
It was so great to see so many of you at our Annual LIFE Dinner!! Thank you all so
much for your support! The LIFE Dinner supports so much of what we do
throughout the year, and we greatly appreciate your support. 

Special Thanks to Travis Kirby
On a note of thanks, I would also like to extend a special thank you to Travis Kirby of
Kirby Realty for choosing to benefit DCRTL at this year’s Dubuque Dances with the
Stars!! We greatly appreciate you standing (and dancing!) for the pro-life cause!! Some
of our members and I enjoyed watching you take the stage, and we thank you again
for your courage in defending life. 

This Summer
Summer is upon us, and we will have a very active July. If  you know someone who is
in high school and would be interested in our summer camp (a child, grandchild,
niece, nephew, friend), invite and encourage them to register. There are just a couple
of weeks left for registration. This year’s camp will be five days of learning, making
new friends, and bringing the pro-life message to our community. I’m super excited
about it and look forward to the great group who will be joining us!
 

I hope you have a great start to your summer!

For Life,
Augustine   

a Note from our Executive director



To Laura Dolehide for helping in the office
and helping us organize our biggest event
of the year–our LIFE Dinner!
To our members who travel down to Iowa
City on Thursdays to pray outside the
Emma Goldman Abortion Center!
To Joel Glennon for donating postage
stamps!
To Al Schroeder from Big River Networx
for helping out DCRTL with setting up a
new computer in the office!
To all our sponsors and underwriters who
made the LIFE Dinner possible, to all
those who helped with the LIFE dinner to
make the event a success, and to all those
who attended in support of DCRTL!

ToTT Laura Dolehide foff r helping in the offff iff ce
and helping us organize our biggest event
of the year–our LIFE Dinner!
ToTT our members who travaa el down to Iowa
City on Thursdayaa s to prayaa outside the
Emma Goldman Abortion Center!
ToTT Joel Glennon foff r donating postage
stamps!
ToTT Al Schroeder frff om Big River Networx
foff r helping out DCRTRR L with setting up a
new computer in the offff iff ce!
ToTT alaa l our sponsors and underwriters who
made the LIFE Dinner possible, to alaa l
those who helped with the LIFE dinner to
makaa e the event a success, and to alaa l those
who attended in support of DCRTRR L!
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Memorials & Honorariums
In Memory of:
Daniel Payne........................................................................................John Paul Payne
Ted Schuster..............................................Roger & Lynne Gibbs, Jack & Maria Smith

In Honor of:
Nathan Cahill....................................................................................Paul Hundreiser
Freddie Ganter..........................................................................Fred & Brigid Ganter
Mark & Donna Hoeger (50  wedding anniversary) ....................John & Ellie Freundth

Joshua Menezes......................................................................Jack & Karan Mescher
St. Therese........................................................................Donald & Carla Averkamp

father’s Day Memorials & Honorariums

In Memory of:
John Welch Sr......................................................................Dr. David & Eva Stabenow

In Honor of:
Nick Moore..................................................................................Jesse & Karen Steger
Jesse Steger...............................................................................................Karen Steger
Paul Steger....................................................................................Jesse & Karen Steger
Lee Stump.....................................................................................Jesse & Karen Steger
Bryson Winsky..............................................................................Jesse & Karen Steger



Dear Friends for Life-
IOWA NEWS

Good news in Iowa! Two great pro-life laws were passed by the Iowa Legislature.
These are Senate Files 175 and 288. As I write this column, they are headed to the
Governor for her signature!
 Senate File 175 requires that all Iowa students in grades 5-12th be shown:
“A high-quality, computer-generated rendering or animation, or an ultrasound or
other real image, that depicts the humanity of the unborn child by showing prenatal
human development, starting at fertilization, noting significant markers in cell growth
and organ development throughout every stage of pregnancy.”
This is a tremendous law that I wrote about in March’s DCRTL Newsletter. Iowa
students need to know the facts of human prenatal development and it is appropriate
that we mandate the truth be shown to them via a video. One picture/video is worth a
thousand words!
The second new law, Senate File 288, was passed to protect pregnant students and new
moms in our Iowa colleges, universities, and community colleges. It prohibits schools
from discriminating against pregnant students and new moms. State institutions of
higher learning must do all they can for their students who are expecting a baby or
who have recently given birth, including but not limited to doing the following:
(1) Taking additional health and safety measures.
(2) Allowing a student to reschedule tests and assignment due dates that are missed for
reasons related to the student’s pregnancy.
(3) Allowing a student to take a leave of absence, following which, the student must be
allowed to return to the student’s program with the same standing as the student left to
the extent reasonably possible.
 (4) Excusing absences for reasons deemed medically necessary due to the pregnancy.
In addition, each school must publicize and give notice that these protective policies
exist, by:

 

 Maintaining a written policy for students on pregnancy discrimination and   
procedures for addressing pregnancy discrimination complaints;
 Providing a copy of the policy to the institution faculty, staff, employees, and
students attending orientation at the institution;
  Prominently posting a notice of the protections afforded to pregnant students
and students who have recently given birth under the federal Higher Education
Act of 1965, as amended, 20 U.S.C. §1681 et seq., on the institution’s internet site,
and in their medical and student health offices, and to news students during
orientation;
  Designating a representative of the school with an official office to make sure the
school does all it is now required to do for students expecting a baby and those
who recently gave birth.

So, if  you know any students currently in college or heading there, make sure they
know of this mandatory protection for pregnant students and new moms, as your
friend may encounter a classmate who becomes pregnant and is considering abortion.
They need to know there is a way to stay in school and that the school must help and
protect them along the way.

NEWS FROM OTHER STATES
Indiana— Our pro-life friends in Indiana successfully passed a law like our Senate File
175 (see above) that requires students in grades 4-12 who receive sex education to
watch an ultrasound video of human fetal development. 

Continued on page 6... 05

by by Arthur F. Gilloon, DCRTL Board Member & Attorney



Continued on page 8...

Indiana Governor Mike Braun signed the bill into law on May 7, 2025. As usual,
Republicans pushed the bill forward over Democrat resistance in the Indiana
Legislature.
Texas— The Texas Senate has passed a bill (SB 2880) to allow its citizens to sue any
person or company who manufactures, mails, or peddles abortion pills in Texas,
expanding the state’s 2021 heartbeat law. Under the current Texas Heartbeat Act,
abortions cannot be committed after a preborn child’s heartbeat is detected. SB 2880
would add to that current law and enact more protection from the abortion death
doctors. Unfortunately, the bill now needs to be passed in the same form by the Texas
House of Representatives, where it is stuck in committee.
Minnesota— The pro-life attorneys at the Thomas More Society in Chicago recently
wrapped up their defense of sidewalk counselors in Minneapolis who were barred from
approaching women at abortion clinics with offers of help. The City amended its
ordinance to allow the pro-lifers to do their work and also agreed to pay $450,000.00 in
attorneys’ fees!!
A 2022 Minneapolis city ordinance restricted the free speech rights of pro-life sidewalk
counselors by prohibiting their peaceful outreach efforts outside the Planned
Parenthood abortion facility. Pro-Life Action Ministries, with the support of the
Thomas More Society, filed a lawsuit in 2023, arguing that the law violated their
constitutional rights to free speech and freedom of religion. After nearly two years of
hard-fought litigation, in December 2024, Thomas More Society attorneys won the
case. The Minneapolis City Council, which had passed the pro-abortion ordinance two
years earlier, conceded victory to the pro-lifers. The City Council then amended its
ordinance to allow the pro-lifers to do their much-needed sidewalk counseling, and
also agreed to cover attorneys’ fees and costs incurred by Thomas More Society
because they were forced to sue. After more documents were submitted to the Court
showing how much time and money the pro-lifers had to spend challenging the City’s
unconstitutional ordinance, the Court awarded $450,000.00 from the City to the
Thomas More Society.
You can see the City Council’s motion and authorization of the payment here:
https://lims.minneapolismn.gov/Download/MetaData/38496/2025A-
0217_Id_38496.pdf
This is a really important case, and can be used as a guide to protecting pro-life
sidewalk counselors all over the country, including Iowa.

NATIONAL NEWS
A new study from the Ethics and Public Policy Center published on April 28, 2025, has
found that serious adverse effects from abortion pills are approximately 22 times more
frequent than previously recognized by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). 1
in 10 women who undergo a mifepristone abortion experience serious adverse effects
within 45 days-far higher than the rate reported in clinical trials on the drug label. You
can read the study here: https://eppc.org/publication/stop-harming-women/
A lawsuit directly related to this news pending in Texas is attempting to hold the FDA
accountable for its mishandling of the approval process for abortion pills. I wrote
about this at length in the April DCRTL Newsletter, but the essence of it is that
Missouri, Kansas, and Idaho filed a Texas lawsuit to expose the FDA’s approval
process for abortion pills, arguing that the FDA’s slipshod methodology has led to
great harm to women and of course to their pre-born children. Women have
experienced hemorrhaging, infection, and even death from these pills, and the new
study described above confirms that the true extent of this carnage has not been
reported to the American people. That lawsuit is pending in Texas Federal Court.

...continued from page 5

pro-life legislative, Court news
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Our second annual Generations for Life
Summer Camp is fast approaching, and so is
the deadline to sign up! The camp is July 8th -
12th, and we invite all highschoolers, ages 14-18
(rising freshman in highschool to rising
freshman in college) to attend our summer
camp in which students will become more
equipped to protect the pre-born through
learning opportunities and activism while also
enjoying fellowship, prayer, games, and times
for reflection and relaxation. 
The final deadline to register is Friday, June 13th.
Though the price has increased due to
extending the length and programming of our
camp, we can still offer discounted prices due to
our generous donors. Cost is $150 per person.
Scholarships are available if  cost is a hindrance.
If  you are interested in receiving a scholarship,
please call our office at 563-556-5960, and we
will provide you with more details. Keep your
eyes open for more details concerning this year’s
speakers! And don’t forget to invite a friend (or
two)! The QR code to sign-up is on the left. 
Students who attended last year’s summer camp
say they not only bonded with their peers on a
deeper level, but they also learned how to defend
pre-born babies and have productive dialogue
with others concerning abortion. One student
noted they gained skills to “properly talk to
people about abortion and more about how to
help take care of women and be proactive.”
Students who attend this year’s camp can expect
that and so much more with the extended camp!
This camp is an excellent opportunity for high
school students to be transformed and engage the
community as pro-life advocates. 

Our second annualaa
S C i f



DCRTL is excited to announce that we will
again host an educational booth at the
Dubuque County Fair this summer! We are so
eager to promote LIFE at our booth to
thousands of people! From Tuesday, July 22 to
Sunday, July 27, we will be handing out 12-
week old fetal models, educational pens, candy,
magnets, brochures, newsletters, and more!
Our booth features our fetal model display,
educating fair-goers on life in the womb, as
well as our large Abortion Timeline banner
that describes the gruesome abortion
procedures alongside the timeline of the stages
of fetal development. The display is both
educational and eye-opening!
We will also have a second booth for our
dialogue table! Fair-goers will have the
opportunity to vote on “Should abortion
remain legal?” while also engaging in
conversation with DCRTL volunteers who
have taken the Equipped for Life course.�
We invite you to volunteer for a shift (4 hours)
at either of our booths during the fair. We will
provide you with a fair ticket so you can
volunteer and then enjoy the fair! If you are
interested in signing up, please contact our
office at 563-556-5960, or dcrtl@dcrtl.org. 

Dubuque County Fair
 

- Volunteers Needed - 

Tuesday, July 22 - 
Sunday, July 27
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Unfortunately, on May 5, 2025, the Trump administration moved in the Texas Court
to dismiss the lawsuit, but not because of its merits. In other words, the Trump
Department of Justice (DOJ) says the three states can sue, just not in Texas, because
they have no connection to Texas and they waited too long to sue. The Trump lawyers
did not say the FDA’s process was ok, they just said that this matter is not
appropriately filed by these three states in a Texas court. Some legal experts suggest
that the Trump DOJ is taking this position because if  they argue otherwise, their logic
would apply to pending lawsuits filed against Trump regarding other policies covering
the Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE) and immigration/deportation
matters.
It remains to be seen how this will play out in the Texas Court, and DCRTL will be
updating you on this as time goes on.
Thanks for reading this column. Stay informed and educated on the Life issues.
Dubuque County Right to Life, Inc. will help you do just that. 
Arthur F. Gilloon

...continued from page 6

pro-life legislative, Court news
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Dubuque County Right to Life is participating in
the John Deere Classic Birdies for Charity
fundraising program. Please consider sending in a
pledge card to support the Pro-Life Cause! See
below for directions. When you send in your
pledge, DCRTL will receive 100% of the funds
raised, PLUS an additional 5-10% bonus match!
The deadline for pledges and guesses for the
number of birdies to be sent to Birdies for Charity
is June 27th, and the deadline for final pledges is
July 4th. Send pledges to their office (15623
Coaltown Rd, East Moline, IL 61244). For more
information about the program itself, please visit
https://birdiesforcharity.com/about. 

Annual John Deere Classic “Birdies for Charity”

Life Dinner 2025
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Drs. Clark &  
Ann Williams 

OUR LADY  
OF LIFE, 

PRAY FOR US. 

 Serra Club of Dubuque
 P.O. Box 461 • Dubuque, IA 52004

 Phone: (563) 663-0291

 Supporting Life
 and promoting 

 vocations
 to the priesthood
 and religious life.

6500 Chavenelle Rd. Dubuque, IA 52002

dbqscrewproducts.com
(563) 583-2770

ISO 9001:2015 CERTIFIED

 J ESUS,
 I TRUST
 IN YOU!

 Bill & Jan Frye
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 St. Anthony
 Catholic Church

 870 St. Ambrose St.
 Dubuque, IA

 563-588-0571
 www.stanthony-dubuque.org

 Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you.
 Jer. 1:5

 
 
 

Jesus exclaimed to  
St. Faustina, 

 
“How very much 

I desire the 
salvation of 

souls!” 

 P
L
E

A
S
E

 P
A

T
R

O
N

IZ
E

 O
U

R
 S

P
O

N
S
O

R
S

 Proudly  supporting
 LIFE!

 1475 Associates Dr., Dubuque | 563-557-9952
 (563) 587-8044

 email: Sara@yarn-soup.com

 3860 Asbury Rd.•Dubuque • 563.582.5222•www.hskfhcares.com

 Life is precious.
 We believe every life
 is a gift from God.

 A G ift to Treasure

The

ubuque
dvertiserA

D
“The Little Paper with the Big Impact”

 John D. Freund
 Ph: (563) 587-8050

 www.jdfreundlaw.com

 Freund Law Firm, P.C.  The determination of the need for legal 
 services and the choice of a lawyer are 
 extremely important decisions and should 
 not be base solely upon advertisements 
 or self-proclaimed expertise. This 
 disclosure is required by the rule of the 
 Supreme Court of Iowa.

 Love them
 BOTH!

 St. Columbkille
 Catholic Church

 1240 Rush St., Dubuque
 563-583-9117

 www.stcolumbkille.net

 Dr. Charles & Mary Longo

 G OD
 is

 P RO -L IFE

 St. Joseph’s Woodshop
 Hand-crafted furniture & woodwork 

 built to suit our customer’s needs

 Mike & Sara Brehm & Family
 8605 Tennis Lane • Peosta, Iowa 52068

 563-543-8695
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culture of life! 

 
“Do whatever He tells you.”

                                     John 2:5  
 

Jesus wants YOU  
to save the babies. 

 
John & Ellen Markham 
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Rondinelli 
Music/Audio 

 

(563) 583-8271�

 MOTHERS 
 PRAYERS

 To join or start a group contact:
 usa@mothersprayers.org

 LIZ C USHMAN
 USA Coordinator

 United in prayer
 we save our children

 Honoring the Sanctity of Life
 Since 1936

 Funeral Home
 1491  M AIN  S T  ~ (563) 582-3297

 ~  www.behrfuneralhome.com  ~

 Kathleen Conlon, Kevin Conlon, Nancy Conlon

�������	
���

 “If people spent an hour a week in 
 Eucharistic Adoration,

 abortion would be ended.”
 +Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta

 If you would like to know more
 about being a regular adorer at the 

 Power of Prayer Adoration Chapel,
 or if you are willing to sub
 occasionally, please contact

 Melissa Noel, 563-564-6365 or 
 powerofprayerchapel@outlook.com

 John & Ellie Freund

(563) 552-6288
Email: 

director@marysinnmaternityhome.org
Website: 

www.marysinnmaternityhome.org

MARY’S INN 
MATERNITY HOME
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 Animal Health Clinic
 Dyersville, IA

 Dr. Virgil Bourek, DVM
 563-875-6083

 S ACRED  H EART

 OF  J ESUS ,
 PLEASE   PROTECT

 OUR   FAMILIES

New Melleray Abbey | Est. 1849

888.433.6934
Peosta, Iowa

www.trappistcaskets.com 

 221 West 9th Street, Dubuque, Iowa
 563-556-1991
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 J OH N D OLEHI DE, D.O.
 Urology, Medical Associates

 563-584-3490 | Dubuque, Iowa

“It is the right of every pregnant 
woman to give birth…and the right 

of every child to be born.”

In Loving Memory of: 

Bud Portz 
& 

Mary Mormann 

In Memory of
Larry & Renee

Friedman

Pray for
 an end

to abortion.
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 Knights of Columbus

 DEFEND 
 LIFE!

 Council #5513
 Peosta, IA

 Council #7527
 Bishop O’Neill Council
 East Dubuque, IL

 Council #7823
 Epworth, IA

 Council #15813
 St. Columbkille
 Dubuque, IA

 Council #510
 Dubuque, IA

 Council #765
 Dickeyville, Kieler
 & Cuba City, WI

 Council #930
 St. Thomas Aquinas
 Cascade, IA

 Council #4236
 La Motte
 & Key West, IA

 Ph. 563-556-6788
 Leonard Funeral Home & Crematory

 Leonard Funeral Home
 believes in the dignity of life!

 2595 Rockdale Road
 Dubuque, Iowa
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W
e love our friends! Please follow

 us on our
social m

edia to stay up-to-date w
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