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Gather your teams! 

Saturday, November 11th

5:00 pm - doors open

7:00 pm - games begin

St. Columbkille's Parish Hall 

(1240 Rush St. Dubuque)

 
Food will be provided by the Knights of

Columbus for a $5 donation. Teams are

groups of 8 and under. Team donation amount

is $200. Register by Friday, November 3rd, by

calling the DCRTL office at 563-556-5960 or

email us at dcrtl@dcrtl.org. Prizes to be

announced. 

our te

The perfect opportunity is available to ALL,
to purchase these delicious pastries while
supporting the Pro-Life Cause
These pastries are perfect to have on hand for
a quick treat, or of course breakfast during
the busy Christmas season. Below are the
available flavors. Whichever one(s) you
choose, we promise you’ll be satisfied! 

Cost: $16/each ($6.50 of that will go directly
towards DCRTL)

To order your Butter Braids, contact the
DCRTL office at 563-556-5960 or via email
at dcrtl@dcrtl.org.

Final Order Deadline: Please call or
 email your order by Friday, December 1st.

Pick-Up Date & Time: Please pick up your
order on Tuesday, December 12th, at the
DCRTL office

Butter Braids! Available flavors:

Apple
Blueberry Cream Cheese

Cinnamon
Cream Cheese

Raspberry
Strawberry Cream Cheese

Caramel Rolls (9 per package)
Cinnamon Rolls (9 per package)
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November 2023

Friday,
November 3

40 Days for Life - 1:00 PM 
Planned Parenthood, Cedar Rapids
(see pg 4) 

November 3-5
Rachael’s Vineyard Retreat -
Bridgehaven Pregnancy Support
Center, Robins, IA  

Thurday, 
November 9

Membership meeting and Board of
Directors Election

November 10-12
Rachael’s Vineyard Retreat -
Durward’s Glen Retreat Center,
near Baraboo, WI

Saturday, 
November 11

Trivia Night - 7:00 PM
St. Columbkille Parish

Thursday,
November 16

Holy Hour - 7:00 PM
St. John the Baptist Church, Peosta

Thursday,
November 16 Board of Director’s Meeting

November 23 -24 Happy Thanksgiving!  
DCRTL Office closed. 

December 2023

Friday, 
December 1 Final day to order Butter Braids

Tuesday,
December 12

Butter Braid Pickup 
DCRTL Office

Tuesday,
December 12

Night of Prayer for Life
Time & Location TBA

Thursday,
December 21 Board of Directors Meeting

Monday,
December 25 Merry Christmas!

Wish List
Postage
stamps

Office Personnel: 
Augustine Payne
Executive Director

Grace Van Petten
Outreach Associate 
(part-time)

Board of Directors: 
Cassie Schetgen 
Chairman 
Cait Dolehide
Vice-Chairman 
Sara McDonald
Secretary 

Treasurer - vacant

Board Members:
Marian Bourek
Darby Callahan
Laura Dolehide
Anna Durr
Arthur F. Gilloon, Esq.
Colleen Myers
Jessica Pennington
Martha Schmid
 
Contact Us: 
2205 Carter Road
Dubuque, Iowa 52001 
(563) 556-5960
dcrtl@dcrtl.org
www.dcrtl.org 

Office Hours: 
Mon - Fri: 9am - 4pm
Weekends: Closed 

Dyersville Office: 
1657 15th Avenue S.E.
Dyersville, Iowa 52040 

Dubuque County Right to
Life, Inc. is a non-profit,
non-sectarian, education
organization dedicated to
preserving and fostering
respect for human life from
conception to natural death.
We educate the public about
the dangers of abortion,
euthanasia and infanticide.

Volume 26, Number 11
Published Monthly

November 2023



Last month, we covered the Democrat Party's support for late-term abortion because it
came up in a previous Republican debate. Former White House Secretary to President
Biden, Jen Psaki, stated that no one supports abortion up until birth. As we showed
last month, the Democrat Party Platform and Democrat Party leaders do.
What I would like to cover this month is whether there are people who support late-
term abortion. Some polls have estimated that around 20% of people believe that
abortion should be legal through all nine months. That is 1 in 5 Americans.
In order for the mantra “my body, my choice” to be true on why abortion should be
legal, among other factors, it follows that abortion be legal through all nine months. In
talking with a few of these people (not a sufficient sample size) at the Dubuque County
Fair Poll Table, there was a tendency to believe that all later-term abortions are rare
and that they usually occur when the mother’s life is at risk or there is a fetal anomaly.
Is late-term abortion (after 20 weeks of gestation) rare? If you think about it as a
percentage (1.3%, according to some sources), it doesn’t sound like a significant
number. When you take into consideration that it is 1.3% of over 930,000 abortions,
there are over 12,000 late-term abortions. 12,000 abortions is a significant number. To
put it in perspective, that is 1/5 of the population of Dubuque being wiped out in a
year; that is the whole population of Platteville, Wisconsin, being wiped out; and
almost three times the population of Dyersville. In conclusion, late-term abortions do
happen, and I believe most people, regardless of where they are on the political
spectrum, would agree that 12,000 innocent lives lost each year is cause for action.
We will cover next month whether late-term abortions occur when the mother’s life is
at risk or there is a fetal anomaly.
I share all of this with you about late-term abortion because I know abortion can be
hard to talk about with family and friends, but it does come up, and hopefully this
information can serve as a point of common ground for you and them—that you both
agree these types of abortions are wrong.

DCRTL is Hiring
Thank you to Gavin for the things he was able to do in his time with DCRTL, and best
wishes to him as he pursues a career in politics. With Gavin leaving, we are hiring
again, but this time with a different focus in mind. We are hiring an Outreach
Coordinator with the intention that they will help us get the pro-life message out into
the community. Please see page 7 for more details. If you, or you know someone who
would be a good fit, please apply.

To give thanks and a call to prayer
You may recall that back in June, Planned Parenthood announced that they were
going to close three clinics and expand abortion in other clinics. Cedar Falls closed a
couple of months ago, and Council Bluffs recently closed permanently. One of the
clinics where they were going to start doing abortions was Planned Parenthood in
Cedar Rapids. There is good news! The Planned Parenthood in Cedar Rapids has been
“temporarily closed” for 47 days as of October 23rd. Join me on November 3rd to pray
for their closure to become permanent. See more details on page 4.
I wish you and your family a great month of November and a happy Thanksgiving!

Citations: Dionne, E.J. Jr. "On Abortion, Democrats Are Out of Step With Most Voters." The Washington Post, 23
Aug. 2023, Accessed 24 Oct. 2023.

Augustine Payne

A NOTE FROM AUGUSTINE PAYNE, 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

A NOTE FROM AUGUSTINE PAYNE, 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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Would you like to help create awareness and pray for the closing of nearby
abortion clinics? November 3rd, we will be joining the 40 Days for Life
campaign in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. We will do a two hour shift. You are
welcome to bring a lawn chair if that would be helpful. We have signs
available and prayer devotionals. We will meet at the office and carpool to
there unless you would like to meet us at the location. Call the office at
563-556-5960 to RSVP so we know how many to expect. 
The final date is:
 

Friday, November 3rd: Planned Parenthood in Cedar Rapids from
1:00pm - 3:00pm (Meet at the office by 11:30am for the carpool)

We will also continue our trips to Emma Goldman abortion mill in Iowa City on Thursday
morning. The Carpool leaves from our office at 5:40am and returns around noon.

Dianne Brehm for donating bottled water!
Mark & Kris Pregler for donating toilet
paper and stamps for the office!
Laura Dolehide for helping at the front
desk!
Dr. Virgil & Marian Bourek for donating
mums for the office garden! And thank you
for cleaning the waterfall at the Memorial
for the Unborn!!
Thank you to all of our Life Saver Sunday
volunteers and to all of the parishes who
participated in this fundraising initiative for
DCRTL!!!
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Memorials & Honorariums

In Memory of:
Kay Daly...................................................................Pat Heiderscheidt, Tom & Beth Simpson
Helen Dudzik......................................................................................Dr. David & Misty Auer
David C. Elenz..............David C. Elenz Memorial Fund & Joan Elenz, Dick & Jean Mescher
Rich Frank..............................................................................................John & Colleen Myers
Marilyn Kilburg......................................................................................Terry & Dee Schilling
Mildred Koehler............................................................................Dr. Virgil & Marian Bourek
Ann Lattner..................................................................................................Bill & Elaine Fitch
Helen Molo...................................................................................................Helen Molo Estate
Suzanne Mueller..............................................................................................Dorothy Mueller
Sr. Deborah Paige....................................................................................Tom & Beth Simpson
Char Simon....................................................................................Char Simon Memorial Fund

Denny & Janet Gansemer (62nd wedding anniversary).........................Tom & Beth Simpson
Art & Paula Roling (50th wedding anniversary)..........Jim & Kathy Conlon, Joyce Honkamp
Herb & Norma Steffen (65th wedding anniversary)...............................Tom & Beth Simpson
The Helpers of God’s Precious Infants................................................................Jeanne Wonio

In Honor of:

When a gift is given in memory or in honor of a loved one, an acknowledgement card is
sent to the person or family you designate. With gifts of $250 or greater, their name is
engraved on our memorial plaque, displayed in our office. Simply send us, along with your
gift, the name of the person you are honoring and the name and address of the family to
whom you’d like the acknowledgement sent. We’ll be happy to send a card.



Dear Pro-Life Friends –
I have local news, news from the East, news from the West, and news from the Midwest.
In local news, Mary’s Inn was denied a conditional use permit by a 4-1 vote on
September 28, 2023, by the City of Dubuque Zoning Board of Adjustment. There was
no credible evidence that Mary’s Inn should be denied the permit, and the four ”No”
votes did not explain their reasoning with any specificity. It was disappointing that the
board’s denial of Mary’s Inn application came after the Dubuque City Council voted
unanimously, 7-0, to change the zoning while resoundingly endorsing Mary’s Inn’s
mission. I am sure there are brighter days ahead for Mary’s Inn, but for now, the
unelected Board of Adjustment has blocked the path.
In news from the East, there are many people on the front lines of the right-to-life
battle. Lauren Handy and four other co-defendants were convicted in a Washington
DC court of violating the Freedom of Access to Clinic Entrances Act (FACE) when
they peacefully sat down in the waiting room of an abortion clinic that was well known
to offer late-term abortions. They were represented by an Iowa attorney, Martin
Cannon, who argued that their actions were like the civil disobedience that Martin
Luther King Jr. conducted in the 1960s, for which he was appropriately awarded a
national holiday in his name. Appeals will be forthcoming because the trial court judge
would not let Lauren and her co-defendants offer the “necessity“ defense, which allows
a person to use reasonable means to stop the death or serious injury of another person.
Clearly, Handy and her co-defendants were trying to stop the killing of unborn people.
They all face eleven years in jail. DCRTL will keep you posted as this case develops.
On the West Coast, David Daleiden, Sandra Merritt, and other defendants were
successfully sued by Planned Parenthood for their investigative journalism reports from
2015, which you might remember. Daleiden and Merritt exposed abortionist money-
hungry practices of killing unborn children while trying to preserve body parts, which
they would then sell to universities and companies doing research. The abortionists
described on video how they could kill an unborn child in a certain way, preserving
specific body parts, such as an intact brain, heart, liver, etc. It was investigative
journalism at its best to expose this grisly practice. Unfortunately, the trial court judge
would not let the defendants offer the First Amendment freedom of the press as a
defense. This case is on appeal and will be for years. In the meantime, the defendants
have been saddled with judgments in the millions of dollars. They will now never be able
to own personal property, because any such property will be seized by Planned
Parenthood to satisfy the judgment against the defendants. It will take an appellate
court ruling to overturn this grave injustice.
In the Midwest, there is some good news. The Illinois legislature recently passed senate
bill 1909, which tried to label the activities of crisis pregnancy centers as “deceptive
business practices.“ This law openly targets pro-life centers because the information
handed out there and the services performed conflict with Illinois’ pro-abortion
ideology. Fortunately, federal judge Lain Johnston issued a preliminary injunction
against it on August 3, 2023, ruling that such a law is a blatant violation of the First
Amendment right to free speech. Such a rational, reasonable view of the situation was
refreshing to read!
DCRTL will continue to keep you informed of these other developments on the legal
and legislative fronts. Thank you for reading!

Going South for the winter??
Please contact the DCRTL office (reception@dcrtl.org; 563-556-5960) with your winter
address and the dates during which you will be gone. You may choose to have us
discontinue the monthly newsletters or have them sent to your winter address. We can
also make sure you receive it via email! 
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by Art Gilloon, DCRTL Board Member & Attorney



Continued on next page...

Membership Meeting - Voting, Brainstorming Ideas, and Game Night
The Membership Meeting will begin at 6:30pm on November 9th. Doors will open at
6:15pm. There will be short speeches given by Board Members up for re-election at
6:30pm, and voting will begin at 6:40pm. Following voting, we will have an
opportunity where you can share your thoughts on two questions: Something that you
like that DCRTL does? Something you believe could further our cause to build a
culture of life? For those who would like to stay after that, join us for games and more
fellowship.
In regards to board elections, DCRTL is governed by a board of directors, consisting
of 9-12 people who want to change hearts and save lives. They are nominated and
elected for staggered three-year terms by you, the members of DCRTL. Our
nominating committee presents to you the below slate of 3 candidates to fill 5 available
spots on the board of directors. We will have both an in-person vote and a vote over
the phone. All DCRTL members are eligible to vote, but must do so by calling in to the
DCRTL office between 9am-4pm on Thursday, November 9th, or by coming to the
event that evening at the DCRTL Office. Thank you for helping to elect the board of
directors!
One vacancy on the Board is to serve in the role as our Treasure. It is estimated to take
about 4-6 hours per month outside of Board Meetings and DCRTL events. Training
will be provided, but we need someone who has decent experience with technology and
likes numbers. The Treasure will be using QuickBooks, Microsoft Office, many
communications through email, electronic banking, and secure portal logins, to name a
few. If you, or you know someone who is interested in serving as Treasure, please reach
out to Augustine Payne at 563-556-5960, or apayne@dcrtl.org. A big thanks to John
Freund for continuing to help us out in the meantime. 

Board of Directors
Make A Difference Join Our Board! Join DCRTL’s Board of Directors! Our wonderful
organization is governed by a board of directors, consisting of 9-12 persons nominated
and elected for staggered three-year terms by the members of DCRTL. Do you want to
be a part of our mission in changing hearts and saving lives? Call our Executive
Director, Augustine, at 563-556-5960 if you are interested!
Our nominating committee will present a slate of candidates to the general membership
at the November 9th membership meeting (held at our office – 2205 Carter Rd.,
Dubuque, IA). Nominations from the floor, by any DCRTL member in good standing,
will be accepted during the meeting as well. All DCRTL members are eligible to vote,
but must do so in person at the meeting or by calling the office on November 9th.

Board Member Candidates
(in alphabetical order)

Laura Dolehide
Laura Dolehide has been a member of DCRTL for 33 years;
she is married to Jack and they have 9 children and 16
grandchildren. As a board member for 16 years she is
honored to actively serve on the DCRTL board. She brings
40 years of constant study and involvement in life issues.
Laura is an active member of St. Columbkille Catholic
Church and 1st co-recipient of the Mary’s Inn Women of
Hope Award for housing pregnant women in need. 
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Cassie Schetgen
 

Cassie Schetgen was born and raised on a farm outside of
Centralia. She attended Loras College, where she obtained
her bachelor of arts degrees in religious studies and music.
Cassie met her husband, Brandon while studying at Loras.
They have been married eight years and have four children.
Cassie stays home with their kids and homeschools. She also
teaches piano and assists with liturgies in the Dubuque area
by singing or accompanying. She has been a board member 

Jessica Pennington 
Jessica Pennington grew up in Cedar Rapids. She is a
graduate of Christendom College in Front Royal, Virginia,
with a B.A. in History. She married Michael in 2012 and the
couple moved to Dubuque. They have 6 children; 9, 8, 6, 5, 3,
and 1; the older 3 of which she homeschools. Together, she
and Michael have successfully learned how to replace sleep
with unlimited amounts of coffee. They attend St.
Columbkille Church.

She often dreams about what activities would fill her free time if she were to have any.
Standing up for life has been a vital part of Jessica’s life, participating in the National
March for LIfe, Walks for Life and various other local events. By belonging to
DCRTL, she hopes to model to her children that all life has dignity and worth and she
will work endlessly for the protection of all life.

for Dubuque County Right to Life since 2015 and is currently serving as the president
of the board. Cassie's parents instilled in her from a young age the importance of
standing up for life. She has attended the March for Life numerous times, prayerfully
protested outside of Planned Parenthood, helped out at retreats for persons with
disabilities, written and spoken about the dignity of human life, and served on the
DCRTL Board since 2015.

We are seeking a candidate who passionately wants to build a culture that protects the
pre-born child, supports pregnant mothers, and advocates for the right to life for the
disabled and elderly. We need an Outreach Coordinator to help us get our message out
to the community. This is accomplished through a monthly newsletter to over 2,000
people, coordinating large and small events, running social media pages, setting up
programs in the schools, connecting with key people in the community, and much
more. No two days are the same.
As one of the main people that our members and the general public will interact with,
we are in search of someone who has strong interpersonal skills, while also working in a
role that is results driven. The applicant must also have technology skills. As a small
team, we also do the little things such as cleaning the office and keeping it organized. If
you, or you know someone who desires to build a culture of Life in the Tri-state area,
we would love to chat.
You can apply by sending your resume and letter of introduction to Augustine Payne at
apayne@dcrtl.org. If you have any questions, you can email or call us at 563-556-5960.

 Outreach CoordinatorNow Hiring!



Thank you to all who attended our annual Life
Chain in Dubuque and Dyersville!

Thank you to Dubuque Community Church and all the area churches who also did a
Cemetery of the Innocents! 

Thank you to the Manchester 40 Days
for Life team and all those who came
out to Manchester to pray for an end to
abortion!
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(563) 552-6288
Email: 

director@marysinnmaternityhome.org
Website: 

www.marysinnmaternityhome.org

MARY’S INN 
MATERNITY HOME
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 Animal Health Clinic
 Dyersville, IA

 Dr. Virgil Bourek, DVM
 563-875-6083 John & Ellie Freund

 S ACRED  H EART

 OF  J ESUS ,
 PLEASE   PROTECT

 OUR   FAMILIES

New Melleray Abbey | Est. 1849

888.433.6934
Peosta, Iowa

www.trappistcaskets.com 
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Thank you to the Grebner Family
for coordinating the Cemetery of
the Innocents in front of Divine
Word College in Epworth. And
thank you to all of the volunteers
who helped display the crosses.
Here is a photo from Divine Word
College. 

Thank you to the Ambassadors for
Life and St. Columbkille parish for
hosting the viewing of the movie
Unplanned!

This upcoming year, DCRTL is not hosting a trip to the
March for Life in Washington DC. If you are interested in
going, another Iowa Pro-Life group, Pulse Life Advocates
(formerly Iowans for Life), will be having a bus trip. Pulse has
organized several bus loads of Iowans to go to the event each
year. You can learn more on their website at
www.pulseforlife.org/march-for-life/. For more information,
you can contact mdewitte@pulseforlife.org, or 515-255-4113.
Instead of the trip to Washington DC in January, this
upcoming year we plan to host two bus trips in June, one for
the Iowa March for Life in Des Moines, and one for the
Celebration for Life in Washington DC. The plan is to see
how that goes prior to making plans for future years. We will
have more details to come in future Issues. 
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culture of life! 

 Love them
 BOTH!

 St. Columbkille
 Catholic Church

 1240 Rush St., Dubuque
 563-583-9117

 www.stcolumbkille.net

 John D. Freund
 Ph: (563) 587-8050

 www.jdfreundlaw.com

 Freund Law Firm, P.C.  The determination of the need for legal 
 services and the choice of a lawyer are 
 extremely important decisions and should 
 not be base solely upon advertisements 
 or self-proclaimed expertise. This 
 disclosure is required by the rule of the 
 Supreme Court of Iowa.

 
“Do whatever He tells you.”

                                     John 2:5  
 

Jesus wants YOU  
to save the babies. 

 
John & Ellen Markham 

 

Drs. Clark &  
Ann Williams 

OUR LADY  
OF LIFE, 

PRAY FOR US. 

 Attention Moms!
 Make a difference
 Work from home
 Laura Dolehide

 Independent Reliv Distributer
 563-590-5952

 www.lauradolehide.reliv.com

 Serra Club of Dubuque
 P.O. Box 461 • Dubuque, IA 52004

 Phone: (563) 582-5323

 Supporting Life
 and promoting 

 vocations
 to the priesthood
 and religious life.

 J ESUS,
 I TRUST
 IN YOU!

 Bill & Jan Frye

6500 Chavenelle Rd. Dubuque, IA 52002

dbqscrewproducts.com
(563) 583-2770

ISO 9001:2015 CERTIFIED
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 J OH N D OLEHI DE, D.O.
 Urology, Medical Associates

 563-584-3490 | Dubuque, Iowa

 221 West 9th Street, Dubuque, Iowa
 563-556-1991   or   800-550-4900

“It is the right of every pregnant 
woman to give birth…and the right 

of every child to be born.”

In Loving Memory of: 

Bud Portz 
& 

Mary Mormann 

In Memory of
Larry & Renee

Friedman

Pray for
 an end

to abortion.



Rondinelli 
Music/Audio 

 

(563) 583-8271�

 St. Joseph’s Woodshop
 Hand-crafted furniture & woodwork 

 built to suit our customer’s needs

 Mike & Sara Brehm & Family
 8605 Tennis Lane • Peosta, Iowa 52068

 563-557-7041 Dr. Charles & Mary Longo

 G OD
 is

 P RO -L IFE

 MOTHERS 
 PRAYERS

 To join or start a group contact:
 usa@mothersprayers.org

 LIZ C USHMAN
 USA Coordinator

 United in prayer
 we save our children

 Honoring the Sanctity of Life
 Since 1936

 Funeral Home
 1491  M AIN  S T  ~ (563) 582-3297

 ~  www.behrfuneralhome.com  ~

 Kathleen Conlon, Kevin Conlon, Nancy Conlon
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 All life is precious!

 
 
 

Jesus exclaimed to  
St. Faustina, 

 
“How very much 

I desire the 
salvation of 

souls!” 
 3860 Asbury Rd.•Dubuque • 563.582.5222•www.hskfhcares.com

 Life is precious.
 We believe every life
 is a gift from God.

 A G ift to Treasure

The

ubuque
dvertiserA

D
“The Little Paper with the Big Impact”
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 Knights of Columbus

 DEFEND 
 LIFE!

 Council #5513
 Peosta, IA

 Council #7527
 Bishop O’Neill Council
 East Dubuque, IL

 Council #7823
 Epworth, IA

 Council #15813
 St. Columbkille
 Dubuque, IA

 Council #510
 Dubuque, IA

 Council #765
 Dickeyville, Kieler
 & Cuba City, WI

 Council #930
 St. Thomas Aquinas
 Cascade, IA

 Council #4236
 La Motte
 & Key West, IA

 Ph. 563-556-6788
 Leonard Funeral Home & Crematory

 Leonard Funeral Home
 believes in the dignity of life!

 2595 Rockdale Road
 Dubuque, Iowa

 Proudly  supporting
 LIFE!

 1475 Associates Dr., Dubuque | 563-557-9952

 St. Anthony
 Catholic Church

 870 St. Ambrose St.
 Dubuque, IA

 563-588-0571
 www.stanthony-dubuque.org

 Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you.
 Jer. 1:5

�������	
���

 “If people spent an hour a week in 
 Eucharistic Adoration,

 abortion would be ended.”
 +Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta

 If you would like to know more
 about being a regular adorer at the 

 Power of Prayer Adoration Chapel,
 or if you are willing to sub
 occasionally, please contact

 Melissa Noel, 563-564-6365 or 
 powerofprayerchapel@outlook.com
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