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Seven Weeks
Coffee

partnership 
month

Dubuque County Right To Life has
become partners with Seven Weeks Coffee,
if you are already a coffee drinker, please
consider switching your brand to Seven
Weeks Coffee. 15% of all purchases will be
donated to Dubuque County Right To Life
and this July we are their sponsored group
so we will be receiving even more funds
through a grant. Thank you Seven Weeks
Coffee! Use the following link
www.sevenweekscoffee.com/?
ref=Dubuque-County-Right-To-Life, or
scan the QR Code to be taken to our
personal link.

You are invited...

If you would like, please
bring a side dish or your
favorite dish to share,
but we will provide the
main course for our
meal. We can't wait to
celebrate Life with you
at this enjoyable
gathering for all ages! 

to our annual
Summer Picnic
Thursday, August 1st

5:30-8:00pm
Wagner Pavilion 
at Asbury Park

Pool Party!

Gather your water toys and swimwear!  
DCRTL will be holding a swim night at
Sutton Pool. The entire complex,
including the swimming pools, changing
rooms, and water slides will be available
for our use. There will be lifeguards on
duty! You are welcome to bring food,
snacks, and nonalcoholic drinks, but
please avoid bringing glass containers.
We cannot wait for this fantastic
family-friendly evening! 

Sunday, August 11th
5:00-7:00pm
Sutton Pool 

(1900 Hawthorne St., Dubuque, IA)

Pool Party!
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July 2024

Mon. - Sun.
July 1-7 John Deere Classic Tournament Week

Wednesday, 
July 3 DCRTL office closes at noon

Thursday,
July 4

Happy Independence Day! 
DCRTL Office closed

Friday,
July 5

Late deadline for pledges and
payments to be mailed to Birdies for
Charity

Friday, 
July 5

Deadline to register for Taking
Abortion from Debate to Dialogue
workshop

Wednesday,
July 10

Justice for All - Debate to Dialogue
workshop - 5:30pm - DCRTL Office

Thursday,
July 11

Justice for All - Debate to Dialogue
workshop - 9:30am - DCRTL Office

Thurs. - Sat.
July 11 - 13 Generations for Life Summer Camp

Friday,
July 12 DCRTL Office closes at noon

Thursday,
July 18 Board of Directors Meeting

Tues - Sun
July 23 -28

DCRTL Booth at Dubuque County
Fair

Thursday,
July 25

Holy Hour - 7:00pm
St. John the Baptist, Peosta

Office Personnel: 
Augustine Payne
Executive Director

Shauna Peterson
Outreach Coordinator

Grace Van Petten
Outreach Associate 
(part-time)

Board of Directors: 
Cait Dolehide 
Chairman 
Arthur Gilloon
Vice-Chairman 
Sara McDonald
Secretary 
Kris Pregler
Treasurer

Board Members:
Marian Bourek
Darby Callahan
Laura Dolehide
Anna Durr
Colleen Myers
Jessica Pennington
Cassie Schetgen
 
Contact Us: 
2205 Carter Road
Dubuque, Iowa 52001 
(563) 556-5960
dcrtl@dcrtl.org
www.dcrtl.org 

Office Hours: 
Mon - Fri: 9am - 4pm
Weekends: Closed 

Dyersville Office: 
1657 15th Avenue S.E.
Dyersville, Iowa 52040 

Dubuque County Right to
Life, Inc. is a non-profit,
non-sectarian, education
organization dedicated to
preserving and fostering
respect for human life from
conception to natural death.
We educate the public about
the dangers of abortion,
euthanasia and infanticide.

Volume 27, Number 7
Published Monthly

July 2024

August 2024

Thursday,
August 1

Summer Picnic - 5:30-8pm
Asbury Park Wagner Pavilion

Sunday, 
August 11

DCRTL Pool Party - 5-7pm
Sutton Pool 
(1900 Hawthorne St., Dubuque, IA)

Tuesday, 
August 13

Discussion and experiences using
Abortion Victim Imagery - presented
by Justice for All - 7pm

Thursday,
August 15 Board of Directors meeting

Thursday, 
August 22

Holy Hour - 7pm
St. John the Baptist, Peosta



June 24th was the two-year anniversary of the Dobbs vs. Jackson decision that
marked the end of the egregiously erroneous decision, Roe v. Wade. Roe is no longer
the law of the land, but it is now our responsibility to work towards diminishing its
continued tragic effect of causing the death of many human beings.
This month, I would like to highlight three things that includes a recent study to
consider as we seek to make abortion unthinkable.
Since the overturn, we have states that are taking a stand and passing protections for
preborn human beings, while at the same time they are also taking measures to
provide more support for pregnant and parenting moms. The Ethics and Public
Policy Center published a report called Two Years After Dobbs. In that report, they
focus on the twenty-one states that have protections that would not have been
permitted prior to the Dobbs decision, as well as they include Iowa and Ohio because
of recent news in those respective states. 22 of the 23 states have increased Medicaid
coverage for eligible moms postpartum from 60 days to one year. Fourteen of those
states introduced or expanded programs that provided material assistance directly to
moms in need, or they directed that assistance to pregnancy resource centers to
provide the support. An example of that happening would be the Iowa MOMS bill.
Some of the states have increased the limits on eligibility for “safety net services.”
The future is pro-life, and it will include providing more support to moms and
families in need. There are states that prove it. You can read and learn more about
the report at www.eppc.org/publication/two-years-after-dobbs/.
How have the last two years been for Dubuque County Right To Life? Our goal has
been to increase our outreach efforts in order to change more hearts and minds on
the issue of abortion. One way we do that currently, is to be out in the community
discussing people's personal beliefs on the issue. We are utilizing the tools for good
and effective dialogue learned through the Equipped for Life Course as well as the
Justice For All presentation, Abortion: from Debate to Dialogue. I highly encourage
you to attend a Justice for All presentation on July 10 or July 11. You can learn
more about the seminar on page 6. People learn a lot during these seminars, and it
takes work, but it is worth it as we seek to make abortion unthinkable in our area.
The pro-life movement has suffered many losses at the ballot box since the Dobbs
decision, so we must always be asking ourselves whether we are using the most
effective means to change hearts and minds on abortion, so we can save more
children from a gruesome death.
Earlier this year, Protect Life Michigan published a study they conducted on the
effectiveness of using abortion victim images to change hearts and minds. Abortion
victim images are images of children who have been killed by an abortion and whose
bodies have been discovered in a dumpster or in a box on their way to be burned for
energy (Google Justice for the Five to learn more about the latter). People have
taken pictures because, like tragedies of the past, who would believe that human
beings were capable of such awful acts against other human beings? Protect Life
Michigan found that the images of the victims are more likely to change people’s
perspective on abortion (49%), than a pro-life statement without an image (31%).
There is more in the study than just this one statistic. I encourage you to check it out
and let me know your thoughts. You can view it at www.protectlifemi.org/strategy,
scroll to the bottom of the page, and click the red button “READ THE STUDY.”

Continued on page 6...
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A NOTE FROM AUGUSTINE PAYNE, 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR



Sue Lansing for helping out at the office! 
Tom & Beth Simpson for helping with our planters outside the office! 
Dick & Marilyn Vogt for donating stamps to the office! 
Emmy, Greg, and the Young Republicans for volunteering! 
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Dan Arling............................................................................Richard & Esther Farnum
Ivanell “Toots” Bockenstedt..........................................Pastor Dennis & Carol Schmitt
Rod DeSotel..................................................................................Neil & Linda Hoeger
Rutilia Diaz....................................................................................................Mery Kies
Steven Durr...........................Dr. Virgil & Marian Bourek, Dr. Jack & Laura Dolehide
Orval Fleckenstein..................................................Orval Fleckenstein Memorial Fund
Jerry Gaul.............................................................................................Pat Heiderscheit
Doris Helle.............................................................................. .....Dick & Jean Mescher
Linda Houselog Gunther.........................................................................Colleen Myers
Kermit Jackson..............................................................................Jim & Kathy Conlon
Joann Kaiser....................................................................................Joe & Kathy Jasper
Russ Kuennen.................................................................................Jack & Maria Smith
Don Meyer....................................................................................Jim & Kathy Conlon
Dick Michels.................................................................................Jim & Kathy Conlon
Betty Noonan...............................................Neil & Linda Hoeger, Tom & Ruth Lucas
Daniel Payne........................Dr. Virgil & Marian Bourek, Dr. Jack & Laura Dolehide, 
                       ..................................Dr. Jason & Susan Hughes, Keith & Becky Krapfl,     
                       ...............Colleen Myers, Michael & Jessica Pennington, Madonna Portz,
                       .....................................Tom & Beth Simpson, Michael & Maureen Ward
Marilyn Siegert..............................................................................Jim & Kathy Conlon
Cletus Sieverding.....................................................................................Colleen Myers
Mervin Theill................................................................................................Rose Theill
Greg Wagner.................................................................................Neil & Linda Hoeger
Tyler Wolfe.................................................................................................Anonymous

.

Memorials & Honorariums

In Memory of:

In Honor of:
Marvin Errthum (80th birthday)...................................................Jim & Kathy Conlon
John Gallagher (Father’s Day).....................................................Dick & Jean Mescher

Thank you!



NATIONAL NEWS
The U.S. Supreme Court has ruled on the abortion pill, Mifepristone, but in a way
that did not address the merits of the case. You will recall that a group of Pro-Life
doctors challenged the legalization of the abortion pills, arguing that for decades the
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) “has stripped away every meaningful and
necessary safeguard on chemical abortion, demonstrating callous disregard for
women’s well-being, unborn life, and statutory limits.” The Pro-Life doctors were
successful in a federal court in Texas, but that case and a contrary ruling in a
separate federal court went to the Supreme Court. The appeal to the Supreme Court
was filed by the drug maker (Danco), which is making millions of dollars off of the
drug and the pro-abortion attorneys of the Biden administration.
The Supreme Court ruled unanimously that the doctors lacked the required direct
stake in the dispute, which they needed to challenge the FDA’s approval of the pill,
mifepristone. Having a stake in the case is called “standing.” 
“The plaintiffs do not prescribe or use mifepristone,” Justice Kavanaugh wrote.
“And the F.D.A. is not requiring them to do or refrain from doing anything.”
In other words, they failed because they don’t prescribe the deadly abortion drugs.
However, the case can be revived through three Republican-led states, Idaho,
Kansas, and Missouri, which have intervened as plaintiffs at the lower court level.
Hopefully, Iowa will join any such suit. The Court would probably rule that the
states do have standing as entities that want to legitimately stop abortion in their
states.
In the meantime, the abortion pills remain legal in any state where abortion is legal
under state law…which currently includes Iowa. For example, the Emma Goldman
abortion killing center in Iowa City passes out the pills up to and even beyond 9
weeks of pregnancy.
Stay tuned, as we have not heard the last of this matter. Pro-Life lawyers and doctors
never quit.
In more national news, the U.S. House of Representatives on June 13, 2024,
approved an amendment to the National Defense Authorization Act to stop the
Biden Administration from funding or reimbursing service members for costs
associated with abortions. It garnered support from a majority of Republicans but
faced opposition from most Democrats, resulting in a vote of 214-207. This
amendment stops the Pentagon policy of funding abortions for members of the
armed services who travel to pro-abortion states to kill their unborn child.
VA clinics across the country should be providing medical services to veterans.
Instead, Joe Biden is turning them into abortion centers.
The bill is unlikely to pass the Senate.

Continued on page 8...

Dear friends for Life,
Here’s some court and legislative news from Iowa and around the nation.

IOWA
By the time you read this newsletter, we expect to have a decision from the Supreme
Court of Iowa on Iowa’s so – called heartbeat law, the details of which were set out
in my May and June columns. You will recall that the legislature had to pass the law
twice in order to have the Supreme Court review it, and there is no way to predict if it
will be upheld or not. You will receive an email blast from the DCRTL office when
the court’s ruling is issued.
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by Arthur F. Gilloon, DCRTL Board Member & Attorney



We would like to proceed with a discussion of using Abortion Victim Imagery, and so
I would invite you to a Zoom meeting on August 13th where Justice For All will be
sharing more about why it is used, as well as their experiences with it being effective
and not effective. Please plan to join us for this discussion as we seek the most effective
strategy for making abortion unthinkable. More information on that can be found on
page 7.
I hope you have a great Independence Day as we continue to advocate for the
freedoms for ALL human beings.

Note from the Executive Director
...continued from page 3

Augustine
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Generations for Life Summer Camp - 
Want to Volunteer? 

The first ever Generations for Life Camp for high
school students will take place this month, from July
11–13, at the Bean Farm in Scotch Grove, and we are
so excited for it. We need volunteers to help with meals
and to provide snacks, drinks (such as bottled water,
bubblr, gatorade, soda, etc) and baked goods. Would
you like to participate in this experience? If yes, scan
the QR code. Unless you are making a meal, donations
may be dropped off by Wednesday, July 10th, at the
DCRTL office, and we will transport them to the Bean
Farm. For questions, feel free to get in touch with our
office. Many thanks for your help! 

Justice For All Presents: Taking Abortion from Debate to Dialogue
A Justice For All interactive pro-life workshop is coming to Dubuque and there will be
two opportunities to participate. In this workshop, you will learn how to start a
conversation with a pro-choice advocate and make it productive, as well as learn how to
respond to common pro-choice arguments, all within the context of being a good
ambassador for Christ. It is similar to the Equipped for Life Course, though I have
appreciated learning from both and I’m sure all attendees will learn something new and
become better at having good dialogue. 

Wednesday, July 10, 2024 - 5:30 - 8pm
Dinner included

OR
Thursday, July 11, 2024 - 9:30 - 2pm

Light breakfast and lunch will be provided
Wednesday’s workshop will be more condensed. Thursday’s workshop will cover
additional content. 
Both will take place at the Dubuque County Right To Life office: 2205 Carter Rd,
Dubuque, IA 52001
Cost: Free!
For the purpose of food and printed materials, please register by Friday, July 5, 2024 by
calling our office 563-556-5960 or emailing us at dcrtlevents@gmail.com.
Let us become equipped to change hearts and save lives through conversations with our
friends and neighbors. 



Wish List

Postage Stamps 
Volunteers for County Fair  &  Generations for Life Summer Campremmmif um Ca

Presentation and Discussion 
on the use of Abortion Victim Imagery

August 13, 2024 @ 7:00 PM 
online via zoom wherever you are, or join the group viewing at the office

Justice for All will present why they use Abortion Victim Imagery at some of their
outreaches and share their experiences where it has been effective and ineffective with
changing hearts and minds. There will be time for questions and open discussion.
Please join us for this discussion either online or join a group viewing at the DCRTL
office (2205 Carter Rd, Dubuque, IA). Please RSVP by Friday, August 9th, by calling
the DCRTL office at 563-556-5960, or emailing us at reception@dcrtl.org. 

 07

Dubuque County Fair - 
Volunteers Needed 

Tuesday, July 23 - Sunday, July 28

This summer Dubuque County Right To Life (DCRTL) will again have an
educational booth at the Dubuque County Fair! We are so eager to be able to
promote LIFE at our booth to thousands of people! From Tuesday, July 23rd to
Sunday, July 28th, we will be handing out 12-week old fetal models, educational pens,
lollipops, magnets, brochures, newsletters, and more! Our booth features our fetal
model display, educating fair-goers of life in the womb, as well as our large Abortion
Timeline banner that compares side-by-side the gruesome abortion procedures to the
timeline of the stages of fetal development. It is incredibly eye opening! 
We will also have a second booth with our dialogue table! This table allows fair goers
to vote on “Should abortion remain legal?” and talk with DCRTL volunteers who
have taken the Equipped for Life Course. 
We are looking for people who are interested in volunteering for a shift (4 hours) at
either of our booths during the fair. An admission ticket will be provided to you –
volunteer for a few hours and then go have fun at the fair! You won’t be left to
volunteer alone, we promise! If you are interested in signing up, contact our office at
563-556-5960 or reception@dcrtl.org
If you are considering signing up for the dialogue table but have never taken the
Equipped for Life Course before, we’d be happy to set that up for you. You can also
participate in the Justice For All training with the seminar on Wednesday night or
Thursday morning. Please see page 6 for more details.



Pro-Life court and legislation update
...continued from page 5
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Augustine Payne

NEWS FROM OTHER STATES
New York - The highest appellate court in New York has ruled that non-profit
employers’ health insurance plans must cover “medically necessary’ abortions, unless
they have a primary purpose of “inculcation of religious values” AND employ
people who share the organization’s religious beliefs. In other words, any Catholic
employer who employs workers of other faiths or no faith must pay for abortions
under their employee health plans. Also, any non-profit that might have other good
intentions (serving the homeless or helping immigrants) but without any religious
purpose would also have to finance baby killing. This is government coercion for
killing babies. Fortunately, the Diocese of Albany and others have vowed to appeal
to the U.S. Supreme Court.
In other New York news, the Thomas More Society won a court victory against New
York Attorney General Lettia James who was suing New York pregnancy resource
centers alleging that they mislead the public. A judge ruled that the case should be
tried in Rochester, New York, not Manhattan. This is important because potential
jurors in Rochester, New York, would arguably be more open minded about Pro-
Life efforts than Manhattan jurors would be, thus ensuring a fairer trial.

Illinois - The House of Representatives in Illinois has passed House Bill 581, which
states that abortion is to be considered a “stabilizing treatment” for pregnant women
who go to a hospital emergency room, even if the mother’s life is not in danger. All
that would be necessary is that the woman may suffer a “serious illness” if she does
not have an abortion. Hospitals would be fined a minimum of $50,000 if any of their
ER doctors refuse to abort a child in that circumstance. This bill was pushed to
passage by Illinois Democrats in the House over the objection of every single Pro-
Life Republican. The pro-aborts are worried that a ruling coming in June from the
U.S. Supreme Court in an Idaho case would allow Idaho emergency room doctors to
refuse to perform abortions. If the June ruling by the U.S. Supreme Court upholds a
doctor’s right in Idaho to refuse to perform abortions in the ER, this new Illinois
state law will take over and force Illinois ER doctors to kill babies because such
would be considered in Illinois to be a necessary and required “stabilizing
treatment.” (Because you will be reading this column in July, please look in the news
to see what the Supreme Court did in the Idaho case.)

Tennessee and Delaware - these states have approved Pro-Life laws to help newborn
babies and infants. Tennessee will now cover through its Medicaid program the cost
of up to 100 diapers per month for eligible moms with children aged 2 or under.
Delaware Medicaid-eligible moms will receive up to 80 diapers and up to one pack of
baby wipes per week for the first 12 weeks after their baby is born.

That’s all for now, friends. I know there will be lots to report next time. Be sure to
scour the news and internet for stories on the matters set out above. DCRTL will
keep you informed as you spread the word on the humanity of the preborn, the
positive Pro-Life alternatives to abortion, and how we are all helping women facing
unintended pregnancies.
Arthur F. Gilloon, Attorney and Board member
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 John & Ellie Freund

(563) 552-6288
Email: 

director@marysinnmaternityhome.org
Website: 

www.marysinnmaternityhome.org

MARY’S INN 
MATERNITY HOME
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 Animal Health Clinic
 Dyersville, IA

 Dr. Virgil Bourek, DVM
 563-875-6083

 S ACRED  H EART

 OF  J ESUS ,
 PLEASE   PROTECT

 OUR   FAMILIES

New Melleray Abbey | Est. 1849

888.433.6934
Peosta, Iowa

www.trappistcaskets.com 
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Outreach Event in Downtown Dubuque
Dubuque County Right to Life set up a resource booth at a Juneteenth celebration at
Jackson Park on Saturday, June 15. We had a dialogue table with a brand-new poll
focused on the question, "When do human rights begin?". And after viewing pictures
of life at various stages, attendees could cast their votes, which then resulted in some
thought-provoking conversations. We also distributed our 10 to 12-week baby fetal
models to a large number of kids who visited our booth and raised awareness of
Dubuque's pregnancy resource options. We appreciate the help, and dialogue
assistance provided by Tony & Sarah Richard, and Michelle Brus! 
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Rondinelli 
Music/Audio 

 

(563) 583-8271�

 MOTHERS 
 PRAYERS

 To join or start a group contact:
 usa@mothersprayers.org

 LIZ C USHMAN
 USA Coordinator

 United in prayer
 we save our children

 Honoring the Sanctity of Life
 Since 1936

 Funeral Home
 1491  M AIN  S T  ~ (563) 582-3297

 ~  www.behrfuneralhome.com  ~

 Kathleen Conlon, Kevin Conlon, Nancy Conlon

�������	
���

 “If people spent an hour a week in 
 Eucharistic Adoration,

 abortion would be ended.”
 +Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta

 If you would like to know more
 about being a regular adorer at the 

 Power of Prayer Adoration Chapel,
 or if you are willing to sub
 occasionally, please contact

 Melissa Noel, 563-564-6365 or 
 powerofprayerchapel@outlook.com
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culture of life! 

 
“Do whatever He tells you.”

                                     John 2:5  
 

Jesus wants YOU  
to save the babies. 

 
John & Ellen Markham 

 

 Love them
 BOTH!

 St. Columbkille
 Catholic Church

 1240 Rush St., Dubuque
 563-583-9117

 www.stcolumbkille.net

 John D. Freund
 Ph: (563) 587-8050

 www.jdfreundlaw.com

 Freund Law Firm, P.C.  The determination of the need for legal 
 services and the choice of a lawyer are 
 extremely important decisions and should 
 not be base solely upon advertisements 
 or self-proclaimed expertise. This 
 disclosure is required by the rule of the 
 Supreme Court of Iowa.

Drs. Clark &  
Ann Williams 

OUR LADY  
OF LIFE, 

PRAY FOR US. 

 Serra Club of Dubuque
 P.O. Box 461 • Dubuque, IA 52004

 Phone: (563) 582-5323

 Supporting Life
 and promoting 

 vocations
 to the priesthood
 and religious life.

 J ESUS,
 I TRUST
 IN YOU!

 Bill & Jan Frye

6500 Chavenelle Rd. Dubuque, IA 52002

dbqscrewproducts.com
(563) 583-2770

ISO 9001:2015 CERTIFIED



 221 West 9th Street, Dubuque, Iowa
 563-556-1991   or   800-550-4900
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 J OH N D OLEHI DE, D.O.
 Urology, Medical Associates

 563-584-3490 | Dubuque, Iowa

“It is the right of every pregnant 
woman to give birth…and the right 

of every child to be born.”

In Loving Memory of: 

Bud Portz 
& 

Mary Mormann 

In Memory of
Larry & Renee

Friedman

Pray for
 an end

to abortion.
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 St. Joseph’s Woodshop
 Hand-crafted furniture & woodwork 

 built to suit our customer’s needs

 Mike & Sara Brehm & Family
 8605 Tennis Lane • Peosta, Iowa 52068

 563-557-7041 Dr. Charles & Mary Longo
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 Proudly  supporting
 LIFE!

 1475 Associates Dr., Dubuque | 563-557-9952

 Knights of Columbus

 DEFEND 
 LIFE!

 Council #5513
 Peosta, IA

 Council #7527
 Bishop O’Neill Council
 East Dubuque, IL

 Council #7823
 Epworth, IA

 Council #15813
 St. Columbkille
 Dubuque, IA

 Council #510
 Dubuque, IA

 Council #765
 Dickeyville, Kieler
 & Cuba City, WI

 Council #930
 St. Thomas Aquinas
 Cascade, IA

 Council #4236
 La Motte
 & Key West, IA

 Ph. 563-556-6788
 Leonard Funeral Home & Crematory

 Leonard Funeral Home
 believes in the dignity of life!

 2595 Rockdale Road
 Dubuque, Iowa

 (563) 587-8044
 email: Sara@yarn-soup.com

 
 
 

Jesus exclaimed to  
St. Faustina, 

 
“How very much 

I desire the 
salvation of 

souls!” 

 St. Anthony
 Catholic Church

 870 St. Ambrose St.
 Dubuque, IA

 563-588-0571
 www.stanthony-dubuque.org

 Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you.
 Jer. 1:5

 3860 Asbury Rd.•Dubuque • 563.582.5222•www.hskfhcares.com

 Life is precious.
 We believe every life
 is a gift from God.

 A G ift to Treasure

The

ubuque
dvertiserA

D
“The Little Paper with the Big Impact”
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