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Ministry for the post-abortive
 

Join us as Kathy Slinger shares the
signs of someone who is hurting from
an experience with abortion and how
you may help them heal.

 
Saturday, April 15th 
1:00 PM to 3:00 PM

 

(sign-in begins at 12:45 PM) 
at DCRTL (2205 Carter Rd.,
Dubuque) RSVP by Tuesday,

April 11th, 2023 563.556.5960 or  
dcrtl@dcrtl.org.

Saturday, April 15th
11:30am 

at the green space behind 
St. Columbkille Catholic Church 

(1240 Rush St, Dubuque)

There will be an Easter Egg Hunt and
Scavenger Hunt, Egg races and more. All to be
followed by a potluck lunch! All ages are
welcome! Please bring an Easter basket to
collect eggs for children 3 and under. Also it
may be muddy so don’t forget your boots!
Bring the whole family for lots of fun – we
can’t wait to see you there! If it rains we will
move festivities inside. We will provide pulled
pork and buns, please call the office by
Friday, April 14th so we know how many
people to expect and so we know who is
bringing what sides and desserts. Come join us
for an Easter Celebration!!

EASTER EGG
HUNT & Potluck Surrounded 

by Love 
Conference
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April 2023

Friday,
April 7th

DCRTL Office closed at 12 Noon in
observance of Good Friday

Saturday,
April 8th
9:00am

DCRTL scholarship speech contest 
DCRTL office (Join us in-person or on
Facebook Live)

Sunday, 
April 9th Happy Easter!

Thursday, 
April 13th Board of Directors meeting

Saturday, 
April 15th
1:00pm

Surrounded by Love Conference
DCRTL office

Saturday,
April 15th
11:30am

Easter egg hunt 

Friday,
April 21st DCRTL annual Life Dinner

Thursday, 
April 27th
7:00pm

Holy Hour for Respect Life
St. John the Baptist, Peosta

Friday, 
April 28th

Deadline to order Mother's Day 
rose bouquet

May 2023

Friday, 
May 12th Mother's Day rose bouquet pick-up

Sunday, 
May 14th Happy Mother's Day!

Thursday,
May 18th Board of Directors meeting

Monday,
May 29th

DCRTL closed in observance of 
Memorial Day

a

Wish List
Postage Stamps

Hand Soap Refill

Office Personnel: 
Augustine Payne
Executive Director

Gavin Nelson
Executive Assistant

Board of Directors: 
Cassie Schetgen 
Chairman 
Cait Dolehide
Vice-Chairman 
Sara McDonald
Secretary 

Treasurer - vacant

Board Members:
Marian Bourek
Darby Callahan
Laura Dolehide
Anna Durr
Arthur F. Gilloon, Esq.
Colleen Myers
Jessica Pennington
Martha Schmid
 
Contact Us: 
2205 Carter Road
Dubuque, Iowa 52001 
(563) 556-5960
dcrtl@dcrtl.org
www.dcrtl.org 

Office Hours: 
Mon - Fri: 9am - 4pm
Weekends: Closed 

Dyersville Office: 
1657 15th Avenue S.E.
Dyersville, Iowa 52040 

Dubuque County Right to
Life, Inc. is a non-profit,
non-sectarian, education
organization dedicated to
preserving and fostering
respect for human life from
conception to natural death.
We educate the public about
the dangers of abortion,
euthanasia and infanticide.

Volume 26, Number 4
Published Monthly

April  2023



 03 03

Augustine Payne

I also have a couple of additional prayer requests for the month of April. 1) For a pro-life
outcome in the Wisconsin Supreme Court election on April 4th. This election will have
major implications for the pro-life cause in the state of Wisconsin. Please see page seven to
learn more about the consequences of the election. If you are in Wisconsin, please exercise
your civil duty and go vote. A way to increase your impact is to also encourage your pro-life
friends to go vote. 2) In Iowa, as Attorney and Board Member, Art Gilloon mentions in his
legislative and judicial update, we have the oral arguments for the Heartbeat law being heard
by the Iowa State Supreme Court. Please keep the pro-life lawyers and all the Justices in
your prayers in the coming weeks.
Prayer is something we can all do together and have a great impact. Another great way of
intercession is to fast from some of our favorite things. That may mean giving something up
completely, or just doing less of something. For example, I like some coffee with my cream.
You could either give up coffee or cream, or just have less of cream or not as much coffee
that day. The Lord hears our prayers, so lets storm Heaven on behalf of the pro-life cause.
I would also like to highlight an upcoming opportunity to grow in your pro-life beliefs. It is
our 29th annual Life Dinner on April 21st with the keynote by Dr. Lile. This is our biggest
gathering of the year and it has always been a great time had by all. I hope that not only you
will join us, but that you will also invite others to come with you. Last year, someone who
was on the fence was invited to the dinner, and they had a change of mind after hearing Dr.
Levatino’s testimony. Praise God!! Dr. Lile also has a very impactful talk, so let's invite
people and grow our movement! Thanks to all those who fill tables every year!! Your
enthusiasm to bring others to the dinner is inspiring.
Also, we are doing something new at our Dinner this year. We are going to remember those
who have been involved in the movement in our area, but have not lived to see the overturn
of Roe. It was a great day to see Roe tossed out by the Supreme Court, but there were many
people who did a lot for the pro-life cause, but did not live to see the day. Will you kindly
call our office to tell us their names or send an email to dcrtl@dcrt.org? It would be greatly
appreciated 
I look forward to celebrating LIFE with you on April 21st!! And I wish you and your family
a happy and blessed Easter!!!

Hello friends,
We are going to start having a weekly carpool down to Emma Goldman
Abortion Clinic on Thursdays (the day they do abortions) to pray. Please
see page seven for more details. If you are unable to join us in-person,
please join us in spirit by praying from where you are at on Thursday
mornings, especially during the hours of 7:30am - 10:30am. If you are
like me, sometimes the busyness of the morning can take over, so setting
a weekly reminder on your phone may prove to be helpful.

A NOTE FROM AUGUSTINE PAYNE, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR



 

When a gift is given in memory or in honor of a loved one, an acknowledgement card is sent
to the person or family you designate. With gifts of $250 or greater, their name is engraved
on our memorial plaque, displayed in our office. Simply send us, along with your gift, the
name of the person you are honoring and the name and address of the family to whom you’d
like the acknowledgement sent. We’ll be happy to send a card.

Memorials & Honorariums

Keith & Becky Krapfl (50th wedding anniversary) .........................Frederic & Mary Sievers,    
                                                                  ...............................................Chuck & Joann Olson
Fr. Kuhns (95th birthday).................................................................................Kerry Koopman
Mary Grace Faustina Pujals   (receiving the Stars & Stripes award in the American Heritage
Girls).............................................................................................................Jim & Pat Johnson
Dave & Denise Hoeg (20th wedding anniversary).................................Chuck & Joann Olson

In Honor of:

Thank you!
...to Fr. Steve Garner for celebrating the Mass for the
Unborn, to Holy Spirit Parish for letting us have the
Mass there, to Holy Spirit Parish Choir, to Monica
Steinbrech for playing the organ, to the Oberfoell
family for serving Mass, to Brenden Johnson for
lectoring, to Ellen Markham and Molly Payne for
leading the Rosary, and to the Schetgen Family for
their help with cleaning up the reception hall
afterwards! ...to Laura Dolehide for her help in the
office! ...to Jessica Payne for her help in designing the
monthly Newsletter and Life Dinner invitation! ...to
all those who joined us in praying outside the Emma
Goldman abortion clinic for 40 Days for Life!...to
George Rondenelli for the donation of stamps!

 

Keith & Becky Cook.........................................................................................Mary Konrardy
Carol Ernst..............................................Lloyd & Judy Kennedy, Thomas & Helen Koopman
Pat Furuseth................................................................................................Mike & Judy Meyer
Carol Gulick............................................................................................Roger & Lynne Gibbs
Stella Hefel.......................................................................................................Pat Heiderscheit
Edward Heiderscheit........................................................................................Pat Heiderscheit
John Lansing...........................................................................................Roger & Lynne Gibbs
Helen Molo......................................................................Dr. Jack & Laura Dolehide & family
Lisa Schwarte.................................................................................Roger & Darlene Osterhaus
Charlotte Upah..............................................................................Dr. Virgil & Marian Bourek
Steve Vergane........................................................................................Barb & Dan Nicholson

In Memory of:
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Meet Our Summer Intern

Dear Pro-Life friends –
 

It is reported that more than 50% of the abortions today are medication abortions. These are
abortions are done by the woman taking so-called "at-home" abortion pills: (Mifepristone
and Misoprostol). Mifepristone blocks the hormone progesterone and basically starves the
unborn baby to death. Misoprostol induces labor and expel the baby’s body. It is a savage
and cruel destruction of the pre-born person, and is unsafe for women physically and
psychologically.
 

The legality of these baby killing pills is the subject of court, legislative, and prosecutorial
attention around the country of which you need to be aware.
 

For example, on March 15, 2023, pro-life lawyers for Alliance Defending Freedom (ADF)
squared off in a 4-hour Texas federal court hearing against pro abortion lawyers from the
FDA, and pro abortion lawyers from the company that makes the abortion pills, Danco
Laboratories. ADF seeks to force the FDA to withdraw or suspend its approval of
mifepristone while the lawsuit plays out. Because the case is in federal court, the judge’s
ruling could have implications throughout the nation.
 

In recent legislative action regarding abortion pills, Wyoming governor Mark Gordon
signed into law a baby/mother protective bill on March 17, 2023, outlawing abortion pills.
The bill’s passage indicates that Wyoming’s legislature and governor are very prolife. It is
the first such state law in the country, and hopefully more will follow.
 

In recent administrative action, Iowa’s pro-life Attorney General, Brenna Bird, and 19
other state attorneys general co-authored a letter to CVS and Walgreens pharmacies,
warning them that they could face adverse legal consequences if they sell abortion pills by
mail in Iowa or other states.
 

It is important for all of us to stay informed on local, state, and national news surrounding
at-home abortion pills, because much of the battle against abortion will focus on this area. 
 

In regard to the MOMS bill in Iowa (More Options For Maternal Support), there are
proposals in both the Iowa house and senate being debated as this newsletter goes to print.
It is the hope of Iowa pro-lifers that funding for this very important legislation will be at
least $2 million dollars. With passage of MOMS funding, we will have the first real
commitment of Iowa state dollars to assist women in choosing life. MOMS will provide
real and practical help to moms throughout pregnancy and beyond, with everything from
rent to education to employment to car seats, cribs and much, much more.  
 

Lastly, we await a decision from the Iowa Supreme Court on the fate of Iowa's Heartbeat
law, that would restore protection to preborn people after a heartbeat is detectable, usually
at about 6 weeks after conception. Oral arguments before the Iowa Supreme Court in Des
Moines are scheduled for April 11. Please pray for the pro-life lawyers that day and watch
for news. A decision by the Supreme Court is expected by June.
 

Stay prolife, and stay tuned. DCRTL will keep you informed.
 

Arthur F. Gilloon

PRO-LIFE COURT & LEGISLATION UPDATE
By Arthur F. Gilloon, Attorney and Board Member
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IOWA MARCH FOR LIFE
 

JUNE 24, 2023 - DES MOINES
On June 24th, the 1st anniversary of the overturn of Roe v. Wade in the Dobbs v. Jackson
Supreme Court Decision, members of the Iowa Coalition of Pro-Life Leaders (of which
DCRTL is a member) are joining together to organize a State March for Life at the Iowa
State Capitol!! It would be great to have many buses going from the Dubuque area!! 
We would like to make it as easy for as many people to attend as possible. The cost to take
the bus is $25 per person with a maximum of $100 per family. 
Depart Dubuque area by 8am. Arrive in Des Moines around 11:30 am. Pack a picnic lunch to
eat at the Capitol grounds while viewing sponsor tables. There will be time to possibly tour
the Iowa Capitol prior to or immediately after the March. Rally will begin at 1pm with the
March to immediately follow. We will depart Des Moines and begin our return trip to
Dubuque around 3:30. 
To sign-up, please contact our office at 563-556-5960 or email us at dcrtl@dcrtl.org.
If it's easier for you to meet us at the Capitol instead of taking the bus, please feel free! If you
have enough interest from your area or church to fill a bus (56 people) or buses, please
contact Augustine Payne for more details. 

Our Liberties We Prize 
and our Rights We Will Maintain

 
Iowa State Motto 
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Make this Mother’s Day extra special for someone you care about! On this day we remember
all the sacrifices mothers have made throughout their lives to help their children grow and
develop into adulthood. What better way to honor your mother than with a beautiful bouquet
of roses that she will love? Rose bouquets (12 roses) can be obtained from DCRTL for a $25
donation. Please stop into the DCRTL office (2205 Carter Road, Dubuque) or call us (563-
556-5960) by 3:30pm on Friday, April 28 to order a bouquet. If ordered, the bouquet pick-up
will be at the DCRTL Office (2205 Carter Rd, Dubuque) Friday, May 12, 11am-4pm.
Payment for the bouquet(s) will need to be made before pick-up please. Dubuque County
Right to Life will have single roses available for a donation at many of the local churches
over Mother’s Day weekend. Thank you for your generosity! But more importantly, thank
you to all of the wonderful mothers, grandmothers, and motherly figures who are a major
part of our lives. 

Mother's Day Rose Sale



Wisconsin Supreme Court
 

On April 4th, Wisconsin is having an election to
elect the next Wisconsin Supreme Court Justice.
The current landscape of the WI Supreme Court is
4-3 leaning conservative. The retiring Justice
Patience Roggensack tends to vote with the
conservative majority. The race to replace Justice
Roggensack is between Dan Kelly (who has been
involved with pro-life organizations in the past) and
Janet Protasiewicz who stated during the candidates
only debate that women should have the right to
abortion. Abortion hangs in the balance of this
election for Wisconsin as the status of abortion is in
the court. The spending on this race has far
outspent any other state supreme court race by the
millions.
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Catholic Teaching on End-of-Life Issues
St. Mary's pro-life group would like to invite you to Dr. Caitlyn
Trader’s presentation titled, "Catholic Teaching on End-of-Life
Issues." The event will take place on Tuesday, April 25th at 6pm at
St. Mary’s Church Hall, 130 W. Cedar, Platteville WI. 
Dr. Caitlyn Trader is the Director of Bioethics at WI Right to Life.
Dr. Trader has a doctorate in Sacred Theology, an M.S. in Bioethics, 
and a certification in health care ethics from the National Catholic Bioethics Center. She
specializes in ethical issues at the end of life. 
If you are interested in carpooling to the event, please contact our office at 563-556-5960

High School Senior Scholarship Contest
 

We are hosting our annual Scholarship Speech Presentation day at
the DCRTL office on Saturday, April 8th. If you cannot be there in
person, we will have a LIVESTREAM of the speeches on our
Facebook page (www.facebook.com/dcrtl) and possibly our
Instagram page (https://www.instagram.com/righttolifedubuque/). 
 

If you cannot attend in-person, please tune in starting at 9:00am to watch the students
present their speeches on the topic, “Life in a Post-Roe America: Meeting Challenges,
Finding Opportunities.” 
Like last year, those attending in-person and on Facebook live, will be awarding “The
People’s Award” in the amount of $250 to the speech that receives the most votes, so be sure
to tune to choose your favorite speech if you cannot be there in-person. NOTE: voting will
begin when announced and only the votes following that time will be counted.

We can
 help you!Pregnant?

Confused?
Hurting?

Sidewalk Witnesses Needed
 

DCRTL plans on having a carpool go down each week to Emma
Goldman Clinic to pray outside of the abortion clinic on
Thursdays when they do abortions. We need to leave our office by
6am to get down there by 7:30am when the mothers begin to
arrive. We will stay for a couple of hours and then drive back.
Would you be interested in going on a particular Thursday each
month? Or maybe you are interested in every Thursday? The car
trip goes by fast because you are in great company. You do not
need to do sidewalk advocacy if you do not feel called to do it. It
is great to have people out there praying on a public sidewalk and
there is great power just in that. Call our office to sign-up (563-
556-5960) so we know to expect you. 

1-800-712
HELP
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Hannah Reinert St. Francis Xavier Fischer Johnson - Marquette Jacey Burkle - Aquin

5th Grade Poster contest winners
During Respect Life Month, several of the area schools participated in
our 5th grade poster contest! That means hundreds of 5th graders! The
theme this year was “Every Life is Worth Living” which encouraged
great creativity from the students. The students did such a great job!
Thank you to all the volunteers who helped pick our 2022 winners!
Normally we do winner presentations in the Fall, but due to a delay in
producing the new t-shirts we created, we were not able to recognize
the winners until March. Better late than never. 
A big thank you to all the students who participated and especially to
the parents and teachers who helped encourage the students in this
endeavor. It’s such a fun and creative way to build awareness of the
sanctity of all human life. Each student who participated received a
pro-life lollipop (it has the size of the pre-born child’s feet at 12 weeks
coated on it) and one of our 12-week life size preborn models to take
home (see picture below).Congratulations to our 1st, 2nd, and 3rd
place overall winners as well as a top winner from each school listed
below!! The winning posters will be showcased at the Life Dinner for
you all to see. The other posters we offer to local nursing homes and
hospitals to display in their halls for their people to enjoy. 

 

Congratulations!

Kathryn Sigwarth
Our Lady of Guadalupe

1st place overall

Lauren F.
St Columbkille

2nd place overall

Emerson
Seton

3rd place overalll
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Jesus exclaimed to  
St. Faustina, 

 
“How very much 

I desire the 
salvation of 

souls!” 

 All life is precious!
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Remembering our fellow pro-lifers who passed away 
prior to Roe being Overturned

 

We are also looking to do something special this year. There are many people who were
supporters of DCRTL and the pro-life movement, who never lived to see the great day when
Roe was struck down. We went to remember them in a special way at this Life Dinner. If
you know someone who should be on the list, please contact our office at 563-556-5960 or
email us their names at dcrtl@dcrtl.org.

Special Session for Medical Professionals
 

Dr. Lile will also be presenting on Abortion Pill Reversal to medical professionals in our
area prior to the dinner. If you are a medical professional and would like to learn more or
sign-up to attend, please reach out to our office. In chatting with Dr. Lile, he said that it
would also be great to not only have doctors, but also nurse practitioners, physician
assistants, pharmacists, etc. If you are a medical professional and want to get involved in this
great work, contact our office today to RSVP.

Join us on April 21st beginning at 5pm at the Grand River Center for
a fun evening and a great presentation!! 

At the beginning of March, our Life Dinner
Speaker, Dr. Bill Lile, was on Fox & Friends First
to comment on the recent news from the American
College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists
(ACOG) Conference. The theme for this year’s
conference was Building Bridges: Creating
Connection in Medical Education. The American
Association of Pro-Life Obstetricians and
Gynecologist (AAPLOG) was abruptly banned
from attending the conference. This is after 

Our 2023 Life Dinner Speaker, Dr. Bill Lile, guest on Fox News

AAPLOG had an exhibit at this conference for the past fifteen years and had their booth
booked last year. It seems ACOG was not interested in building the bridges of dialogue with
the pro-life side. As Dr. Lile says, a person is a patient no matter how small. 

LLL  ffeffff Dinii nnn enn ree UpUU dpp add taa ettfe Dinner Update

Ways to RSVP
 

If you have not made plans to attend our Life Dinner yet, there are three ways you can sign
up. 1) Online by visiting our home page, dcrtl.org, and using the sign-up form. 2) Mail us
the response card you received in the mail with your invitation. 3) Email us with your
reservation at dcrtl@dcrtl.org. 4) Call our office at 563-556-5960.

 3860 Asbury Rd.•Dubuque • 563.582.5222•www.hskfhcares.com

 Life is precious.
 We believe every life
 is a gift from God.

 A G ift to Treasure

The

ubuque
dvertiserA

D
“The Little Paper with the Big Impact”



(563) 552-6288
Email: 

director@marysinnmaternityhome.org
Website: 

www.marysinnmaternityhome.org

MARY’S INN 
MATERNITY HOME
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 Animal Health Clinic
 Dyersville, IA

 Dr. Virgil Bourek, DVM
 563-875-6083 John & Ellie Freund

 S ACRED  H EART

 OF  J ESUS ,
 PLEASE   PROTECT

 OUR   FAMILIES

New Melleray Abbey | Est. 1849

888.433.6934
Peosta, Iowa

www.trappistcaskets.com 

 P
L
E

A
S
E

 P
A

T
R

O
N

IZ
E

 O
U

R
 S

P
O

N
S
O

R
S

 10

 John D. Freund
 Ph: (563) 587-8050

 www.jdfreundlaw.com

 Freund Law Firm, P.C.  The determination of the need for legal 
 services and the choice of a lawyer are 
 extremely important decisions and should 
 not be base solely upon advertisements 
 or self-proclaimed expertise. This 
 disclosure is required by the rule of the 
 Supreme Court of Iowa.

 Love them
 BOTH!

 St. Columbkille
 Catholic Church

 1240 Rush St., Dubuque
 563-583-9117

 www.stcolumbkille.net

Drs. Clark &  
Ann Williams 

OUR LADY  
OF LIFE, 

PRAY FOR US. 
 WORLD-CLASS PRECISION MACHINING

 Matt 
 Scherr 
 President

 6500 Chavanelle Rd
 Dubuque, IA 52002

 (563) 583-2770
 matt.scherr@dbqscrewproducts.com

 ISO 9001:2015 CERTIFIED

 Attention Moms!
 Make a difference
 Work from home
 Laura Dolehide

 Independent Reliv Distributer
 563-590-5952

 www.lauradolehide.reliv.com

 Serra Club of Dubuque
 P.O. Box 461 • Dubuque, IA 52004

 Phone: (563) 582-5323

 Supporting Life
 and promoting 

 vocations
 to the priesthood
 and religious life.

 J ESUS,
 I TRUST
 IN YOU!

 Bill & Jan Frye
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 J OH N D OLEHI DE, D.O.
 Urology, Medical Associates

 563-584-3490 | Dubuque, Iowa
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 Larry
 Friedman

 221 West 9th Street, Dubuque, Iowa
 563-556-1991   or   800-550-4900

“It is the right of every pregnant 
woman to give birth…and the right 

of every child to be born.”

In Loving Memory of: 

Bud Portz 
& 

Mary Mormann 



 Standing with women &
 unborn children!
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 “Do whatever He tells 
 you.” John 2:5

 Jesus wants YOU
 to save the babies.

 John & Ellen 
 Markham

 protestpp@mchsi.com
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Rondinelli 
Music/Audio 

 

(563) 583-8271�

 St. Joseph’s Woodshop
 Hand-crafted furniture & woodwork 

 built to suit our customer’s needs

 Mike & Sara Brehm & Family
 8605 Tennis Lane • Peosta, Iowa 52068

 563-557-7041 Dr. Charles & Mary Longo

 G OD
 is

 P RO -L IFE

 MOTHERS 
 PRAYERS

 To join or start a group contact:
 usa@mothersprayers.org

 LIZ C USHMAN
 USA Coordinator

 United in prayer
 we save our children

 Honoring the Sanctity of Life
 Since 1936

 Funeral Home
 1491  M AIN  S T  ~ (563) 582-3297

 ~  www.behrfuneralhome.com  ~

 Kathleen Conlon, Kevin Conlon, Nancy Conlon

 St. Anthony
 Catholic Church

 870 St. Ambrose St.
 Dubuque, IA

 563-588-0571
 www.stanthony-dubuque.org

 Proudly  supporting
 LIFE!

 1475 Associates Dr., Dubuque | 563-557-9952
 Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you.

 Jer. 1:5
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 “If people spent an hour a week in 
 Eucharistic Adoration,

 abortion would be ended.”
 +Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta

 If you would like to know more
 about being a regular adorer at the 

 Power of Prayer Adoration Chapel,
 or if you are willing to sub
 occasionally, please contact

 Melissa Noel, 563-564-6365 or 
 powerofprayerchapel@outlook.com
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 Knights of Columbus

 DEFEND 
 LIFE!

 Council #5513
 Peosta, IA

 Council #7527
 Bishop O’Neill Council
 East Dubuque, IL

 Council #7823
 Epworth, IA

 Council #15813
 St. Columbkille
 Dubuque, IA

 Council #510
 Dubuque, IA

 Council #765
 Dickeyville, Kieler
 & Cuba City, WI

 Council #930
 St. Thomas Aquinas
 Cascade, IA

 Council #4236
 La Motte
 & Key West, IA

 Ph. 563-556-6788
 Leonard Funeral Home & Crematory

 Leonard Funeral Home
 believes in the dignity of life!

 2595 Rockdale Road
 Dubuque, Iowa
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